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EIN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF DELAWARE 

 
In re: 
 
WELDED CONSTRUCTION, L.P., et al., 
 
 Debtors. 1 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

 
Chapter 11 
 
Case No. 18-12378 (LSS) 
 
(Jointly Administered) 
 
Hearing Date:  9/30/2026 at 2:00 p.m. (ET) 
Response Deadline:  8/6/2026 at 4:00 p.m. (ET) 

POST-EFFECTIVE DATE DEBTORS’ REPLY IN SUPPORT OF OBJECTION TO 
CLAIM NO. 844 PURSUANT TO SECTION 502 OF THE BANKRUPTCY CODE AND 

BANKRUPTCY RULE 3007 

The above-captioned debtors and debtors in possession (together, the “Debtors” and, 

following the Effective Date, the “Post-Effective Date Debtors”), through Cullen D. Speckhart, 

solely in her capacity as Plan Administrator, hereby submits this reply (this “Reply”) in further 

support of the Post-Effective Date Debtors’ Objection to Claim No. 844 Pursuant to Section 502 

of the Bankruptcy Code and Bankruptcy Rule 3007 [D.I. 2078] (the “Objection”)2, and in response 

to the informal response received by Claimant on July 28, 2026. In support of this Reply, the Post-

Effective Date Debtors rely upon the Supplemental Declaration of Frank A. Pometti (the 

“Supplemental Pometti Declaration”), filed contemporaneously herewith. In further support of this 

Reply, the Post-Effective Date Debtors respectfully represent as follows: 

RELEVANT BACKGROUND 

1. On July 16, 2026, the Post-Effective Date Debtors filed the Objection seeking to 

disallow and expunge Claim No. 844 (the “Claim”) filed by Zachary A. Anderson (“Claimant”) 

 
1 The Debtors in these chapter 11 cases, along with the last four digits of each Debtor’s federal tax identification 
number, are: Welded Construction, L.P. (5008) and Welded Construction Michigan, LLC (9830). The mailing address 
for each of the Debtors is c/o P.O. Box 470, Perrysburg, OH 43552-0470. 
2 Capitalized terms used but not otherwise defined herein have the meanings ascribed to them in the Objection.  
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on two independent grounds: (a) the Claim was filed nearly four years after the General Bar Date; 

and (b) the Claim is unsupported by any documentation or the Debtors’ books and records. 

2. No formal response to the Objection was filed by the Response Deadline of August

6, 2026 at 4:00 p.m. (ET). Notwithstanding, the Post-Effective Date Debtors did receive an 

informal communication from Claimant on July 28, 2026 indicating that the Claim relates to 

pension and/or union benefit payments that Claimant believes were never paid in connection with 

his prior employment with Welded Construction L.P. 

3. Upon receipt of Claimant’s informal communication, the Post-Effective Date

Debtors undertook a review of Welded’s books and records, including Welded’s records of 

payments made to the Laborers’ International Union of North America (the “Union”), to determine 

whether any obligation or liability was owed to Claimant. That review confirmed that Welded 

reported all hours worked by Claimant and paid all dues relating to Claimant’s prior employment 

to the Union.3  

4. On August 6, 2026, counsel for the Post-Effective Date Debtors sent a detailed

letter to Claimant (the “Response Letter”) explaining the Post-Effective Date Debtors’ position 

regarding the Claim, enclosing supporting documentation, and requesting that Claimant 

voluntarily withdraw the Claim.  A true and correct copy of the Response Letter is attached as 

Exhibit A.  As of the date of this Reply, no response to the Response Letter has been received 

from Claimant, nor has Claimant responded to any follow up correspondence from counsel for the 

Post-Effective Date Debtors.4 

3 True and correct copies of the records reflecting such proper reporting and payment are attached to the Response 
Letter (as defined below), which is attached to the Supplemental Pometti Declaration as Exhibit 1. 
4 On each of August 7, 2026 and September 14, 2026, counsel for the Post-Effective Date Debtors attempted to connect 
with Claimant via both phone and email correspondence to discuss a potential resolution to the Objection. 
Notwithstanding, Claimant has failed to respond to counsel in any fashion. A true and correct copy of the email chain 
with Claimant is attached hereto as Exhibit B.  
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REPLY 

5. As set forth in the Response Letter and the Supplemental Pometti Declaration, any 

pension or union benefits amounts Claimant believes are actually owed in connection with his 

brief employment with Welded would be payable by the Union, not Welded.  Supplemental 

Pometti Declaration ¶ 5. 

6. Welded’s books and records confirm that Welded properly reported all of 

Claimant’s hours worked and paid all required dues to the Union in connection with Claimant's 

employment. Id.. Accordingly, Welded has no outstanding pension obligation or liability to 

Claimant, and any dispute Claimant may have regarding unpaid pension or union benefits must be 

directed to the Union. 

7. For these reasons alone, because the Claim does not state a valid claim against 

Welded, it should be disallowed pursuant to section 502(b)(1) of the Bankruptcy Code. 

8. Even if the Claim did state a valid claim against Welded (which it does not), the 

Claim was filed on January 1, 2023, nearly four years after the General Bar Date of February 28, 

2019.  

9. Notice of the Bar Date was mailed to all known potential creditors, including 

Claimant, at his last known address. See D.I. 428; Supplemental Pometti Declaration ¶ 6. Claimant 

has provided no justification for, nor has he sought any relief from this Court excusing his untimely 

filing. Accordingly, the Claim should also be disallowed as late-filed pursuant to section 502(b)(9).  

10. Finally, despite receiving proper notice of the Objection and the hearing thereon, 

Claimant failed to file a formal response by the Response Deadline, and therefore, pursuant to the 

Notice of the Objection, Claimant is “deemed to have concurred with and consented to the 

Objection and the relief requested therein.” 
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11. Finally, given that Claimant is proceeding pro se, the Post-Effective Date Debtors 

undertook extensive efforts to connect with and explain in detail why the Claim lacks merit. 

However, to date, other than Claimant’s intial informal response on July 28th, Claimant has not 

responded to or otherwise engaged with counsel for the Post-Effective Date Debtors. Accordingly, 

the Post-Effective Date Debtors file this Reply to provide the Court with the necessary record to 

sustain the Objection over Claimant’s informal response. 

CONCLUSION 

WHEREFORE, for the reasons set forth herein and in the Objection, the Post-Effective 

Date Debtors respectfully request that the Court (a) enter the Proposed Order disallowing and 

expunging the Claim in its entirety, and (b) overrule Claimant’s informal response; and (c) grant 

such other and further relief as is just and proper. 

Dated: September 24, 2026   BLANK ROME LLP 
Wilmington, Delaware 

/s/ Josef W. Mintz   
Josef W. Mintz (DE No. 5644) 
Lawrence R. Thomas III (DE No. 6935) 
Jordan L. Williams (DE No. 7128) 
1201 Market Street, Suite 800 
Wilmington, Delaware 19801 
Telephone:  (302) 425-6400 
E-mail:  Josef.Mintz@BlankRome.com 

 Lorenzo.Thomas@BlankRome.com 
Jordan.Williams@BlankRome.com 

-and- 
Michael B. Schaedle (pro hac vice) 
John E. Lucian (pro hac vice) 
One Logan Square 
130 N. 18th Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103 
Telephone: (215) 569-5500 
Email:   Mike.Schaedle@BlankRome.com 
  John.Lucian@BlankRome.com 
Counsel to the Post-Effective Date Debtors
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1201 N. Market Street, Suite 800  
Wilmington, DE 19801 
 

 

 
 

P h o n e :  ( 3 0 2 )  4 2 5 - 6 4 7 8  

E m a i l :  J o s e f . M i n t z @ b l a n k r o m e . c o m  

August 6, 2026 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL AND 
OVERNIGHT MAIL 
 
Zachary A. Anderson  
67 Skyline Drive 
Moundsville, WV 26041 
Bigdaddyzac2@gmail.com  
 

 

Re: In re: Welded Construction, L.P., et al. (collectively “Welded”); Case No. 18-
12378(LSS) (the “Bankruptcy Case”) in the United States Bankruptcy Court for the 
District of Delaware (the “Bankruptcy Court”) 

Dear Mr. Anderson: 

As you are aware, Blank Rome LLP represents Cullen D. Speckhart, in her capacity as 
Plan Administrator, in connection with the Bankruptcy Case. We write in connection with your 
proof of claim, Claim No. 844 (the “Claim”), which you filed against debtor Welded Construction, 
L.P. on January 1, 2023, and the Plan Administrator’s objection to that Claim filed on June 16, 
2026 [Docket No. 2078] (the “Objection”).  

 Because you have not provided any evidence of Welded’s liability for the Claim and our 
client’s position in the Objection is clear, we write to request that you withdraw the Claim. 
 

We understand that the Claim relates to amounts you believe should have been paid into 
your union pension fund in connection with your prior employment with Welded. Such amounts, 
if any are actually owed to you, would be payable by your Union, not Welded. After a review of 
Welded’s records, including Welded’s record of payment to the Laborers’ International Union of 
North America (the “Union”), Welded reported all hours and paid all dues relating to your prior 
employment. We have enclosed copies of Welded’s reports along these lines, which confirm that 
all amounts were properly paid and reported to the Union.1 If you believe you are still owed 
amounts by the Union, please contact the Union directly. 
 

Further, even if your Claim stated an actionable claim against Welded (which it does not), 

 
1 True and correct copies of Welded’s records reflecting Welded’s proper reporting of work hours and payment of 
Union dues are attached hereto as Exhibits A and B, respectively.  
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your Claim is subject to disallowance because it was filed well after the applicable deadline. In a 
bankruptcy case, there is a deadline called the “bar date”, by which all creditors must file their 
claims. In Welded’s case, that deadline was February 28, 2019 (the “Bar Date”). A notice of the 
Bar Date was docketed on January 11, 2019 [Docket No. 407] and mailed to all known potential 
creditors, including yourself, to your last known address in Welded’s records. A copy of the 
relevant portion of the applicable Affidavit of Service, Docket No. 428, is enclosed. Please see 
PDF page 3.2 Your claim was not filed until January 1, 2023, which is nearly four years after the 
Bar Date. Thus, even if Welded did owe you any amounts for your Claim (which it does not), any 
recovery on account of your untimely Claim would be inequitable and contrary to well established 
law. 

A hearing to consider the Objection to your Claim is currently scheduled for August 17, 
2026 at 11:00 a.m. (Eastern Time) before the Bankruptcy Court, Honorable Laurie Selber 
Silverstein, in Wilmington, Delaware. The notice of the hearing, including participation 
instructions, were previously served upon you, but are enclosed for convenience.3 However, given 
that Welded clearly has no liability on your Claim, and given further that your Claim was filed 
well after the Bar Date, we respectfully request that you voluntarily withdraw your Claim 
ahead of the hearing. Withdrawing your Claim would save you, the Bankruptcy Court, and the 
Plan Administrator the time and expense of litigating this matter any further. If you wish to 
withdraw your Claim, we will assist you with preparing the applicable paperwork. 

 
If you would instead prefer to proceed with the hearing, that is your right, and we will be 

prepared to present our position to the Court at that time. However, we believe it would be in 
everyone's best interest to resolve this matter consensually, if possible. 
 

Should you have questions, please contact my associate Jordan Williams at (302) 425-6417 
or by email at Jordan.Williams@blankrome.com.   
 

Very truly yours, 
 
 /s/ Josef W. Mintz 

 
Josef W. Mintz, Esq. 

Cc: Jordan Williams, Esq. 

 

 
2 A true and correct copy of the Affidavit of Service reflecting service at your last known address is attached hereto 
as Exhibit C. 
3 A notice of the hearing on the Objection, including participation instructions, is attached hereto as Exhibit D.  
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IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF DELAWARE

In re: 

WELDED CONSTRUCTION, L.P., et al.,1

                                   Debtors. 

 ) 
 ) 
 ) 
 ) 
 ) 
 ) 
 ) 
 ) 

Chapter 11 

Case No. 18-12378 (KG) 

(Jointly Administered) 

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE 

I, Jennifer Westwood, depose and say that I am employed by Kurtzman Carson 
Consultants LLC (KCC), the claims and noticing agent for the Debtors in the above-captioned 
case.  

On January 15, 2019, at my direction and under my supervision, employees of KCC 
caused to be served the following documents via Electronic Mail upon the service list attached 
hereto as Exhibit A; and via First Class Mail upon the service lists attached hereto as Exhibit B 
and Exhibit C:

Notice of Deadline for Filing of Proofs of Claim [Docket No. 407] 

Official Form 410 Proof of Claim 

Furthermore, on January 15, 2019, at my direction and under my supervision, employees 
of KCC caused to be served the following documents via First Class Mail upon the service list 
attached hereto as Exhibit D:

Notice of Deadline for Filing of Proofs of Claim [Docket No. 407] 

Customized Official Form 410 Proof of Claim 

 Furthermore, on January 16, 2019, at my direction and under my supervision, employees 
of KCC caused to be served the following documents via First Class Mail upon the service list 
attached hereto as Exhibit E:

Notice of Deadline for Filing of Proofs of Claim [Docket No. 407] 

Official Form 410 Proof of Claim 

1 The Debtors in these chapter 11 cases, along with the last four digits of each Debtor’s federal tax identification number, are:
Welded Construction, L.P. (5008) and Welded Construction Michigan, LLC (9830). The mailing address for each of the Debtors 
is 26933 Eckel Road, Perrysburg, OH 43551. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF DELAWARE 

 
In re: 
 
WELDED CONSTRUCTION, L.P., et al., 
 
 Debtors. 1 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

 
Chapter 11 
 
Case No. 18-12378 (LSS) 
 
(Jointly Administered) 
 
Hearing Date:  8/17/2026 at 11:00 a.m. (ET) 
Response Deadline:  8/6/2026 at 4:00 p.m. (ET) 

NOTICE OF POST-EFFECTIVE DATE DEBTORS’ OBJECTION TO CLAIM  
NO. 844 PURSUANT TO SECTION 502 OF THE BANKRUPTCY  

CODE AND BANKRUPTCY RULE 3007 

THE PARTY RECEIVING THIS NOTICE SHOULD LOCATE  
ITS NAME AND DISPUTED CLAIM  

IDENTIFIED ON EXHIBIT A TO THE PROPOSED ORDER  
 
TO:  (I) THE OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRUSTEE FOR THE DISTRICT OF 

DELAWARE; (II) ALL PARTIES WHO, AS OF THE FILING OF THE OBJECTION, 
HAVE FILED A NOTICE OF APPEARANCE AND REQUEST FOR SERVICE OF 
PAPERS PURSUANT TO BANKRUPTCY RULE 2002; AND (III) CLAIMANT 
WHOSE DISPUTED CLAIM IS SUBJECT TO THE OBJECTION 

 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the above-captioned debtors and debtors in possession 

(together, the “Debtors” and, following the Effective Date, the “Post-Effective Date Debtors”), 
through Cullen D. Speckhart, solely in her capacity as Plan Administrator, filed the Post-Effective 
Date Debtors’ Objection to Claim No. 844 Pursuant to Section 502 of the Bankruptcy Code and 
Bankruptcy Rule 3007 (the “Objection”).2  

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that any responses (each, a “Response”) to the 
relief requested in the Objection must be filed on or before August 6, 2026 at 4:00 p.m. (ET) (the 
“Response Deadline”) with the United States Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware, 824 
N. Market Street, 3rd Floor, Wilmington, Delaware 19801. At the same time, any party submitting 
a Response (each, a “Respondent”) must serve a copy of its Response upon the undersigned 
counsel to the Post-Effective Date Debtors so as to be received on or before the Response Deadline. 

 
1 The Debtors in these chapter 11 cases, along with the last four digits of each Debtor’s federal tax identification 
number, are: Welded Construction, L.P. (5008) and Welded Construction Michigan, LLC (9830). The mailing address 
for each of the Debtors is c/o P.O. Box 470, Perrysburg, OH 43552-0470. 
 
2 Capitalized terms used but not otherwise defined herein shall have the meanings ascribed to such terms in the 
Objection. 
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PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that any Response must contain, at a minimum, 
the following: 

a. a caption setting forth the name of the Court, the above-referenced case number 
and the title of the Objection to which the Response is directed; 

b. the name of the Respondent and a description of the basis for the amount and 
classification asserted in the Disputed Claim, if applicable; 

c. a concise statement setting forth the reasons why the particular Disputed Claim 
should not be disallowed, reclassified or otherwise modified for the reasons set 
forth in the Objection, including, but not limited to, the specific factual and legal 
bases upon which the Respondent will rely in opposing the Objection at any hearing 
thereon; 

d. all documentation or other evidence of the particular Disputed Claim or asserted 
amount and classification thereof, to the extent not already included with the proof 
of claim previously filed, upon which the Respondent will rely in opposing the 
Objection at any hearing thereon; and 

e. the name, address, telephone number and email address of the person(s) (who may 
be the Respondent or a legal representative thereof) (i) possessing ultimate 
authority to reconcile, settle or otherwise resolve the Disputed Claim on behalf of 
the Respondent and (ii) to whom the Post-Effective Date Debtors should serve any 
reply to the Response. 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THAT A HEARING ON THE OBJECTION 
(THE “HEARING”) WILL BE HELD ON AUGUST 17, 2026 AT 11:00 A.M. (ET) BEFORE 
THE HONORABLE LAURIE SELBER SILVERSTEIN IN THE UNITED STATES 
BANKRUPTCY COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF DELAWARE, 824 N. MARKET STREET, 
6TH FLOOR, COURTROOM NO. 2, WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 19801. 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THAT IF YOU ARE A CLAIMANT AND FAIL 
TO TIMELY FILE AND SERVE A RESPONSE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ABOVE 
REQUIREMENTS, YOU WILL BE DEEMED TO HAVE CONCURRED WITH AND 
CONSENTED TO THE OBJECTION AND THE RELIEF REQUESTED THEREIN, AND THE 
POST-EFFECTIVE DATE DEBTORS WILL PRESENT TO THE COURT, WITHOUT 
FURTHER NOTICE TO YOU, THE PROPOSED ORDER SUSTAINING THE OBJECTION.  

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THAT QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE 
OBJECTION SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO THE UNDERSIGNED COUNSEL FOR THE 
POST-EFFECTIVE DATE DEBTORS. CLAIMANTS SHOULD NOT CONTACT THE CLERK 
OF THE COURT TO DISCUSS THE MERITS OF THEIR DISPUTED CLAIM OR THE 
OBJECTION. 
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Dated: June 16, 2026  
Wilmington, Delaware 

BLANK ROME LLP 

/s/ Josef W. Mintz 
Josef W. Mintz (DE No. 5644) 
Lawrence R. Thomas III (DE No. 6935) 
1201 Market Street, Suite 800 
Wilmington, Delaware 19801 
Telephone:  (302) 425-6400 
Facsimile:  (302) 425-6464 
E-mail:  Josef.Mintz@BlankRome.com 

 Lorenzo.Thomas@BlankRome.com 

-and-

Michael B. Schaedle (pro hac vice) 
John E. Lucian (pro hac vice) 
One Logan Square 
130 N. 18th Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103 
Telephone: (215) 569-5500 
Facsimile: (215) 569-5555 
Email:  Mike.Schaedle@BlankRome.com 

John.Lucian@BlankRome.com 

Counsel to the Post-Effective Date Debtors 
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From: Williams, Jordan L.
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2026 2:27 PM
To: Bigdaddyzac2@gmail.com
Cc: Mintz, Josef
Subject: RE: Welded Construction - 18-12378
Attachments: Welded - Response Letter to Z.A..pdf

Good A ernoon Mr. Anderson: 
Kindly following up on our below email and le er correspondence in connec on with your claim, which you filed against Welded 
Construc on. A copy of the le er is a ached here for your reference. Please note that a hearing to consider our objec on to your 
claim was rescheduled to September 30, 2026 at 2:00 p.m. before the Bankruptcy Court, Honorable Laurie Selber Silverstein, in 
Wilmington, Delaware. 

Should you have any ques ons or concerns about our le er, your claim in the case, or the upcoming hearing, please contact me at 
either number below. 

Best, 
Jordan  

Jordan L. Williams | BLANKROME 
1201 N. Market Street | Suite 800 | Wilmington, DE 19801 
 

direct: +1.302.425.6417 |  mobile: +1.215.499.1038 
 

jordan.williams@blankrome.com |  bio

From: Williams, Jordan L.  
Sent: Friday, August 7, 2026 2:56 PM 
To: 'Bigdaddyzac2@gmail.com' <Bigdaddyzac2@gmail.com> 
Cc: Mintz, Josef <josef.mintz@blankrome.com> 
Subject: RE: Welded Construction - 18-12378 

Mr. Anderson: 
Please find the a ached correspondence in connec on with your claim in the Welded Construc on bankruptcy case.  

Please contact me if you have any ques ons.  

Best, 
Jordan  

Jordan L. Williams | BLANKROME 
1201 N. Market Street | Suite 800 | Wilmington, DE 19801 
 

direct: +1.302.425.6417 |  mobile: +1.215.499.1038 
 

jordan.williams@blankrome.com |  bio

From: Williams, Jordan L.  
Sent: Friday, May 29, 2026 6:10 AM 
To: 'Bigdaddyzac2@gmail.com' <Bigdaddyzac2@gmail.com> 
Cc: Mintz, Josef <josef.mintz@blankrome.com> 
Subject: RE: Welded Construction - 18-12378 
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Good Morning Mr. Anderson: 
Following up on my below email in connec on with your claim in the Welded Construc on bankruptcy case. Please advise and 
please let us know if you have any ques ons.  
 
Best, 
Jordan  
 
Jordan L. Williams | BLANKROME  
  

1201 N. Market Street | Suite 800 | Wilmington, DE 19801 
 

direct: +1.302.425.6417 |  mobile: +1.215.499.1038 
 

jordan.williams@blankrome.com |  bio
  

 

 

From: Williams, Jordan L.  
Sent: Friday, May 22, 2026 11:39 AM 
To: 'Bigdaddyzac2@gmail.com' <Bigdaddyzac2@gmail.com> 
Cc: Mintz, Josef <josef.mintz@blankrome.com> 
Subject: Welded Construction - 18-12378 
 
Mr. Anderson: 
Blank Rome is counsel to the Welded Construc on Plan Administrator. We have reviewed the proof of claim that you submi ed in 
this chapter 11 case, a copy of which is a ached for your reference.  
 
Following our review, we have several ques ons regarding your claim. First, the proof of claim does not appear to include any 
suppor ng documenta on. Could you please provide the basis for your claim, including any documents or records that support the 
amounts asserted? 
 
Second, we note that your claim was filed in January 2023, approximately four years a er the February 28, 2019 bar date 
established by the Court for the filing of proofs of claim.  Please advise whether you have any basis for the late filing of your claim, 
including any argument as to why the claim should not be disallowed as un mely. 
 
We look forward to your response and please let us know if you have any ques ons. 
 
Best, 
Jordan 
 
Jordan L. Williams  | BLANKROME 
  

1201 N. Market Street | Suite 800 | Wilmington, DE 19801 
 

direct: +1.302.425.6417  | mobile: +1.215.499.1038 
 

jordan.williams@blankrome.com | bio 
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