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SHEPPARD, MULLIN, RICHTER & HAMPTON LLP
A Limited Liability Partnership
Including Professional Corporations

ORI KATZ, State Bar No. 209561

Four Embarcadero Center, 17" Floor

San Francisco, California 94111-4109

Telephone:  (415) 434-9100

Facsimile: (415) 434-3947

Email: okatz@sheppard.com

AMANDA L. COTTRELL, Cal. Bar No. 360215
2200 Ross Avenue, Floor 20

Dallas, TX 75201

Telephone: 469.391.7400; Fax: 469.391.7401
Email: acottrell@sheppard.com

Proposed Counsel for Debtor and Debtor in

Possession
UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA, SACRAMENTO DIVISION
Inre Case No. 26-25868

Highlands Community Charter and Technical Chapter 11
Schools,

Debtor and Adv No. 26-02134
Debtor in Possession.

DCN: SMR-1
Highlands Community Charter and Technical
Schools,

Hearing Information

Plaintiff,
Judge:  Hon. Christopher D. Jaime

V. Date: November 10, 2026

Time:  11:00 a.m.

Twin Rivers Unified School District Board of Place:  Courtroom 32, Department B
Trustees and California State Board of 501 | Street

Education, Sacramento, California 95814

Defendants.

EXHIBITS (PART IV) IN SUPPORT OF DECLARATION OF ORI KATZ IN
SUPPORT OF MOTION FOR ORDER EXTENDING STAY TO THE
REVOCATION APPEAL UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE SECTIONS 105(a)
AND 362
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Highlands Community Charter and Technical Schools (“HCCTS” or the “Debtor”), the
above-captioned debtor and debtor-in-possession in this voluntary chapter 11 case, owns, manages
and operates two adult-serving charter schools in Sacramento County: Highlands Community
Charter School (*HCCS”) and California Innovative Career Academy (“CICA” and, together with

HCCS, the “Schools”) and hereby submits the following exhibits in support of the Declaration of

Ori Katz in support of Motion for Order Extending Stay to the Revocation Appeal Under
Bankruptcy Code Sections 105(a) and 362.

Exhibit Description Page(s)

A Declaration of Pat Fong Kushida, President and CEO of the
Sacramento Asian Pacific Chamber of Commerce (Part I)

B Declarations of Teachers at the Schools (Part I)

C Declarations of Staff at the Schools (Part II)

D Declarations of Current Students at the Schools (Part III + IV) 3-194

Dated: October 13, 2026 SHEPPARD, MULLIN, RICHTER & HAMPTON LLP

By /sl Ori Katz
ORI KATZ
AMANDA COTTRELL
Proposed Counsel for Highlands Community Charter
and Technical School

-2- Case No. 26-02134
SMRH:4910-0500-3480.1 EXHIBITS 1SO KATZ DECLARATION RE: MOTION FOR ORDER EXTENDING STAY
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1 I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this

2 declaration was executed this 12th day of October, 2026, at Sacramento, Ca?ﬁi

3 Vi

Mohammad Massoud Rasa
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DECLARATION OF SHAMIMA AZIZI IN SUPPORT OF
DEBTOR’S EMERGENCY MOTION FOR ORDER EXTENDING STAY TO THE
REVOCATION APPEAL UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE SECTIONS 105(a) AND 362

I, Shamima Azizi, hereby declare as follows:

1. I am a student currently enrolled at Highlands Community Charter and Technical
Schools (“HCCTS” or the “Debtor”), a California Non-Profit Corporation organized under the
laws of the State of California, and the above-captioned debtor and debtor-in-possession in this

voluntary chapter 11 case (the “Chapter 11 Case”) filed on the date hereof (the “Petition Date”)

under chapter 11 of title 11 of the United States Code (the “Bankruptcy Code™). | submit this

declaration (this “Declaration”) in support of the Debtor’s Emergency Motion for Order Extending
Stay to the Revocation Appeal Under Bankruptcy Code Sections 105(a) and 362 (the “Motion”).
Capitalized terms not otherwise defined herein shall have the meanings ascribed to them in the
Motion.

2. Except as otherwise indicated, all facts in this Declaration are based upon my
personal knowledge, my discussions with the Debtor’s management team and the Debtor’s
advisors, my review of relevant documents and information, or my opinions based upon my
experience and knowledge. | am over the age of eighteen and authorized to submit this
Declaration on behalf of the Debtor. If called upon as a witness, | could and would testify
competently to the facts set forth in this Declaration.

The Importance of HCCTS and the Impact of Its Closure

3. HCCTS has had a positive and meaningful impact on my life and education. | am
from Afghanistan. Before coming to the United States, | worked as a midwife and helped women
and families. Life was busy, but | learned many things from my experience. | enrolled at
Highlands to improve my English and prepare for a better future.

4. HCCTS provides me with an educational opportunity that | could not otherwise
obtain. I am currently in CICA Newcomer learning English, and I am working toward improving
my English to learn a new skill and find a good job. HCCTS has accommodated my schedule and

responsibilities by giving me support and helping me stay focused on my goals.
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5. HCCTS does more than provide classroom instruction. My teachers and school
staff have encouraged me, answered my questions, and helped me with my learning.

6. HCCTS is important to me because it helps me learn English so | can communicate
at work, at a doctor’s appointment, and in public places. It also helps me learn new skills and work
toward a certificate for employment so | can get a better-paying job to support my family. | am not
aware of another school or program in my area that offers the same combination of tuition-free
adult diploma completion, English language instruction, career and technical training, and support
services that HCCTS provides.

7. If HCCTS were forced to close or stop operating, | would lose access to my classes,
my teachers, and the support services | currently rely on, in the middle of the school year. | would
lose a place to practice and improve my English, support to finish school, and help on reaching my
goals. I am not aware of another school nearby that could immediately take me in and allow me to
continue my education in the same way, without significant delay or disruption.

8. If I could not continue my education at HCCTS, it would jeopardize my ability to
earn my high school diploma, improve my English, or complete my career and technical training,
and would make it harder for me to find or keep good employment and to support myself and my
family. 1 would face challenges finding another school, paying for education, and balancing my
schedule. Would lose support from teachers and counselors and would find it difficult to stay
motivated while continuing a new school. The loss of HCCTS would be a significant hardship to
me personally.

9. For these reasons, | respectfully request that the Court grant the relief requested in
the Motion so that HCCTS can continue to operate and | can continue my education without

interruption.

[Remainder of Page Intentionally Left Blank]
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I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this

declaration was executed this 12 day of October, 2026, at Sacramento, California.

Shamima Azizi
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DECLARATION OF SHIBA AHMADYAR IN SUPPORT OF
DEBTOR’S EMERGENCY MOTION FOR ORDER EXTENDING STAY TO THE
REVOCATION APPEAL UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE SECTIONS 105(a) AND 362

I, Shiba Ahmadyar, hereby declare as follows:

1. I am a student currently enrolled at Highlands Community Charter and Technical
Schools (“HCCTS” or the “Debtor”), a California Non-Profit Corporation organized under the laws
of the State of California, and the above-captioned debtor and debtor-in-possession in this voluntary

chapter 11 case (the “Chapter 11 Case”) filed on the date hereof (the “Petition Date”) under chapter

11 of title 11 of the United States Code (the “Bankruptcy Code”). | submit this declaration (this

“Declaration”) in support of the Debtor’s Emergency Motion for Order Extending Stay to the
Revocation Appeal Under Bankruptcy Code Sections 105(a) and 362 (the “Motion”). Capitalized
terms not otherwise defined herein shall have the meanings ascribed to them in the Motion.

2. Except as otherwise indicated, all facts in this Declaration are based upon my
personal knowledge, my discussions with the Debtor’s management team and the Debtor’s advisors,
my review of relevant documents and information, or my opinions based upon my experience and
knowledge. | am over the age of eighteen and authorized to submit this Declaration on behalf of
the Debtor. If called upon as a witness, | could and would testify competently to the facts set forth
in this Declaration.

The Importance of HCCTS and the Impact of Its Closure

3. HCCTS has had a positive and meaningful impact on my life and education. | am
from Afghanistan. Before coming to Highlands, | faced a lot of difficulties with my English. 1
enrolled because of the online classes.

4. HCCTS provides me with an educational opportunity that | could not otherwise
obtain. I am currently in CICA Newcomer, and | am working toward learning English and earning
my high school diploma. HCCTS has accommodated my schedule and responsibilities by providing
a good schedule.

5. HCCTS does more than provide classroom instruction. My teacher is kind and

always encourages me to keep working hard.
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6. HCCTS is important to me because it helps me learn English so | can communicate
at work, at doctor’s appointments, and in public places. Earning a high school diploma can help me
qualify for more jobs, colleges, and other careers. It helps me learn new skills and work toward a
certificate for employment. It can help me get a better-paying job to support my family. It helps me
support my children with their schoolwork and communicate with their teachers. The flexible online
schedule lets me balance school and family. My teachers understand and support my goals for the
future. I am not aware of another school or program in my area that offers the same combination of
tuition-free adult diploma completion, English language instruction, career and technical training,
and support services that HCCTS provides.

7. If HCCTS were forced to close or stop operating, | would lose access to my classes,
my teachers, and the support services | currently rely on, in the middle of the school year. | am
currently working toward a high school diploma and studying English, and my goal is learning
English and earning my high school diploma. If Highlands closed, | would lose a place to practice
and improve my English, support to finish school, help reaching my goals, my teachers, classmates,
and community, and the chance to get a high school diploma. | am not aware of another school
nearby that could immediately take me in and allow me to continue my education in the same way,
without significant delay or disruption.

8. If I could not continue my education at HCCTS, it would jeopardize my ability to
earn my high school diploma, improve my English, or complete my career and technical training,
and would make it harder for me to find or keep good employment and to support myself and my
family. 1 would face challenges finding another school, finishing my diploma, and reaching my
career goals. The loss of HCCTS would be a significant hardship to me personally.

9. For these reasons, | respectfully request that the Court grant the relief requested in
the Motion so that HCCTS can continue to operate and | can continue my education without

interruption.

[Remainder of Page Intentionally Left Blank]
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I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this

declaration was executed this 12 day of October, 2026, at Sacramento, California.

Shiba Ahmadyar
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I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this

declaration was executed this 12th day of October, 2026, at Sacramento, California.

Tania Macias De Rueda
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DECLARATION OF Zarghona Amani IN SUPPORT OF
DEBTOR’S EMERGENCY MOTION FOR ORDER EXTENDING STAY TO THE
REVOCATION APPEAL UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE SECTIONS 105(a) AND 362

I, Zarghona Amani, hereby declare as follows:

1. I am a student currently enrolled at Highlands Community Charter and Technical
Schools (“HCCTS” or the “Debtor”), a California Non-Profit Corporation organized under the laws
of the State of California, and the above-captioned debtor and debtor-in-possession in this voluntary

chapter 11 case (the “Chapter 11 Case”) filed on the date hereof (the “Petition Date”) under chapter

11 of title 11 of the United States Code (the “Bankruptcy Code”). | submit this declaration (this

“Declaration”) in support of the Debtor’s Emergency Motion for Order Extending Stay to the
Revocation Appeal Under Bankruptcy Code Sections 105(a) and 362 (the “Motion”). Capitalized
terms not otherwise defined herein shall have the meanings ascribed to them in the Motion.

2. Except as otherwise indicated, all facts in this Declaration are based upon my
personal knowledge, my discussions with the Debtor’s management team and the Debtor’s advisors,
my review of relevant documents and information, or my opinions based upon my experience and
knowledge. | am over the age of eighteen and authorized to submit this Declaration on behalf of
the Debtor. If called upon as a witness, | could and would testify competently to the facts set forth
in this Declaration.

The Importance of HCCTS and the Impact of Its Closure

3. HCCTS has had a positive and meaningful impact on my life and education. | am
from Afghanistan. Before Highlands, | spent time with my family and focused on learning new
things. I enrolled to get a better education.

4. HCCTS provides me with an educational opportunity that | could not otherwise
obtain. I am currently in CICA Newcomer learning English, and I am working toward focusing on
my studies this year. HCCTS has accommodated my schedule and responsibilities by helping me
learn to speak a little English.

5. HCCTS does more than provide classroom instruction. My teacher and school staff

help me learn and do my best.
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6. HCCTS is important to me because it helps me learn English so | can communicate
at work, at doctor’s appointments, and in public places. I am not aware of another school or program
in my area that offers the same combination of tuition-free adult diploma completion, English
language instruction, career and technical training, and support services that HCCTS provides.

7. If HCCTS were forced to close or stop operating, | would lose access to my classes,
my teachers, and the support services | currently rely on, in the middle of the school year. | am
currently learning English, and my goal is focusing on my studies this year. If Highlands closed, |
would lose a place to practice and improve my English. I am not aware of another school nearby
that could immediately take me in and allow me to continue my education in the same way, without
significant delay or disruption.

8. If I could not continue my education at HCCTS, it would jeopardize my ability to
earn my high school diploma, improve my English, or complete my career and technical training,
and would make it harder for me to find or keep good employment and to support myself and my
family. 1 would face challenges finishing my diploma. The loss of HCCTS would be a significant
hardship to me personally.

9. For these reasons, | respectfully request that the Court grant the relief requested in
the Motion so that HCCTS can continue to operate and | can continue my education without

interruption.

[Remainder of Page Intentionally Left Blank]
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I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this

declaration was executed this 12 day of October, 2026, at Sacramento, California.

oY N>

Zarghona Amani

12
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DECLARATION OF ZHOLINA SADATIN SUPPORT OF
DEBTOR’S EMERGENCY MOTION FOR ORDER EXTENDING STAY TO THE
REVOCATION APPEAL UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE SECTIONS 105(a) AND 362

I, Zholina Sadat, hereby declare as follows:

1. I am a student currently enrolled at Highlands Community Charter and Technical
Schools (“HCCTS” or the “Debtor”), a California Non-Profit Corporation organized under the
laws of the State of California, and the above-captioned debtor and debtor-in-possession in this

voluntary chapter 11 case (the “Chapter 11 Case”) filed on the date hereof (the “Petition Date”)

under chapter 11 of title 11 of the United States Code (the “Bankruptcy Code™). | submit this

declaration (this “Declaration”) in support of the Debtor’s Emergency Motion for Order Extending
Stay to the Revocation Appeal Under Bankruptcy Code Sections 105(a) and 362 (the “Motion”).
Capitalized terms not otherwise defined herein shall have the meanings ascribed to them in the
Motion.

2. Except as otherwise indicated, all facts in this Declaration are based upon my
personal knowledge, my discussions with the Debtor’s management team and the Debtor’s
advisors, my review of relevant documents and information, or my opinions based upon my
experience and knowledge. | am over the age of eighteen and authorized to submit this
Declaration on behalf of the Debtor. If called upon as a witness, | could and would testify
competently to the facts set forth in this Declaration.

The Importance of HCCTS and the Impact of Its Closure

3. HCCTS has had a positive and meaningful impact on my life and education. | am
from Afghanistan. | had a lot of problems with English, but since joining Highlands, my English is
much better. | enrolled to learn English.

4. HCCTS provides me with an educational opportunity that | could not otherwise
obtain. |1 am currently in CICA Newcomer working toward a high school diploma, and | am
working toward improving my English and moving forward. HCCTS has accommodated my
schedule and responsibilities by enrolling me in online classes which has helped me a lot.

5. HCCTS does more than provide classroom instruction. My teachers and school

staff have supported me a lot.
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6. HCCTS is important to me because it helps me learn English so | can communicate
at work and in public places. Earning a high school diploma can help me qualify for more jobs,
colleges, and other careers. The flexible, online schedule lets me balance school and family. My
teachers understand and support my goals for the future. | am not aware of another school or
program in my area that offers the same combination of tuition-free adult diploma completion,
English language instruction, career and technical training, and support services that HCCTS
provides.

7. If HCCTS were forced to close or stop operating, | would lose access to my classes,
my teachers, and the support services | currently rely on, in the middle of the school year. | would
love a place to practice and improve my English, support to finish school, help reaching my goals,
and the chance to get a high school diploma. | am not aware of another school nearby that could
immediately take me in and allow me to continue my education in the same way, without
significant delay or disruption.

8. If I could not continue my education at HCCTS, it would jeopardize my ability to
earn my high school diploma, improve my English, or complete my career and technical training,
and would make it harder for me to find or keep good employment and to support myself and my
family. | would face challenges balancing my schedule, finishing my diploma, and starting over at
a new school. The loss of HCCTS would be a significant hardship to me personally.

9. For these reasons, | respectfully request that the Court grant the relief requested in
the Motion so that HCCTS can continue to operate and | can continue my education without

interruption.

[Remainder of Page Intentionally Left Blank]
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I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this

declaration was executed this 12 day of October, 2026, at Sacramento, California.

Zholina Sadat
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