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Highlands Community Charter and Technical Schools (“HCCTS” or the “Debtor”), the
above-captioned debtor and debtor-in-possession in this voluntary chapter 11 case, owns, manages
and operates two adult-serving charter schools in Sacramento County: Highlands Community
Charter School (*HCCS”) and California Innovative Career Academy (“CICA” and, together with

HCCS, the “Schools”) and hereby submits the following exhibits in support of the Declaration of

Ori Katz in support of Motion for Order Extending Stay to the Revocation Appeal Under
Bankruptcy Code Sections 105(a) and 362.

Exhibit Description Page(s)

A Declaration of Pat Fong Kushida, President and CEO of the
Sacramento Asian Pacific Chamber of Commerce (Part I)

B Declarations of Teachers at the Schools (Part I)

C Declarations of Staff at the Schools (Part II) 3.128

D Declarations of Current Students at the Schools (Part III + IV)

Dated: October 13, 2026 SHEPPARD, MULLIN, RICHTER & HAMPTON LLP

By /sl Ori Katz
ORI KATZ
AMANDA COTTRELL
Proposed Counsel for Highlands Community Charter
and Technical School

-2- Case No. 26-02134
SMRH:4910-0500-3480.1 EXHIBITS 1SO KATZ DECLARATION RE: MOTION FOR ORDER EXTENDING STAY
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DECLARATION OF ANDREW MICHAUD IN SUPPORT OF
DEBTOR’S EMERGENCY MOTION FOR ORDER EXTENDING STAY TO THE
REVOCATION APPEAL UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE SECTIONS 105(a) AND 362

I, Andrew Michaud, hereby declare as follows:

1. I am the Director of Instruction & Professional Learning currently employed at
Highlands Community Charter and Technical Schools (“HCCTS” or the “Debtor”), a California
Non-Profit Corporation organized under the laws of the State of California, and the above-captioned

debtor and debtor-in-possession in this voluntary chapter 11 case (the “Chapter 11 Case”) filed on

the date hereof (the “Petition Date”) under chapter 11 of title 11 of the United States Code (the

“Bankruptcy Code”). | submit this declaration (this “Declaration”) in support of the Debtor’s

Emergency Motion for Order Extending Stay to the Revocation Appeal Under Bankruptcy Code
Sections 105(a) and 362 (the “Motion”). Capitalized terms not otherwise defined herein shall have
the meanings ascribed to them in the Motion.

2. Except as otherwise indicated, all facts in this Declaration are based upon my
personal knowledge, my discussions with the Debtor’s management team and the Debtor’s advisors,
my review of relevant documents and information, or my opinions based upon my experience and
knowledge. | am over the age of eighteen and authorized to submit this Declaration on behalf of
the Debtor. If called upon as a witness, I could and would testify competently to the facts set forth
in this Declaration.

The Importance of HCCTS and the Impact of Its Closure

3. HCCTS has had a positive and meaningful impact on my professional life and on the
students | support. As the Director of Instruction & Professional Learning, | supervise, coach,
professionally develop, and evaluate our students. It is my mission to ensure all teachers are
performing at their best to ensure our students receive the best education possible. | have worked at
HCCTS since 2018. | originally came to this school because of how important the work is to our
community. | saw how it empowered students and changed lives.

4. Working at HCCTS is different from working at a traditional school, because our
students are adults who are working toward a high school diploma, learning English, or developing

career and technical skills while also managing jobs, families, and other responsibilities. | primarily

2

10



Filed 10/13/26

© 00 ~N oo o B~ O wWw N

S N N B . N T S T N T T N e N N T i =
©® N o B W N P O © 0o N o O~ W N Bk O

Case 26-02134 Doc

support students indirectly through our teachers. My direct work with students involves supporting
the 504 building and monitoring process, intervening when students are struggling, and being a
friendly ear when a student needs someone to talk to.

5. In my experience, HCCTS plays an important role in the lives of the students it
serves. | have personally observed students gain confidence in themselves, learn English, support
their children with their school work, become advocates for their own children and grandchildren at
their schools, and go to college. | am not aware of another school or program in the area that offers
the same combination of tuition-free adult diploma completion, English language instruction, career
and technical training, and student support services that HCCTS provides.

6. HCCTS is also important to me personally and professionally. Working at HCCTS
is critically important to me. It aligns with my value of giving back to the community. My
community helped me when I needed it most, and HCCTS allows me to give back. | am able to help
people who felt voiceless find their voice. This spills over into my personal life. Being here allows
me to not only financially support my family, but it reminds me of the importance to own our voices.
I have taught my nieces to raise their voices in support of their needs and passions. My seven year
old niece is now incredibly passionate and speaks her mind on all things, from her preferred
afternoon snacks to how she feels about the impact of artificial intelligence on our environment.

7. HCCTS is part of the broader community it serves. | have observed HCCTS support
our community through partnerships. Our historical partnerships with Opening Doors, Greater
Sacramento Urban League, and Bach Viet highlighted that community organizations are stronger
together. We can pick up and serve our communities in ways the other cannot. HCCTS can provide
education and empowerment while other organizations provide more direct employment support,
counseling services, and more.

8. If HCCTS were forced to close or stop operating, | would lose my position and my
ability to continue working with the students I currently work with, in the middle of the school year.
Losing HCCTS would be devastating. Working here has brought me great purpose and pride.

Further, it has allowed me to make significant progress in paying off my own debt, support the
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expenses of a friend who is still looking for work, and provide some financial support to my family.
I will forever be grateful that I’m able to do these things.

9. A closure would also harm the students and the broader community. Closing HCCTS
means shutting the door on a community that has already had many doors slammed in their face. It
further reinforces to them that they are not worthy of something geared so intently toward their
success. | am not aware of another school nearby that could immediately take in HCCTS students
and allow them to continue their education in the same way, without significant delay or disruption.

10. For these reasons, | respectfully request that the Court grant the relief requested in
the Motion so that HCCTS can continue to operate and | can continue serving the students who

depend on this school.

[Remainder of Page Intentionally Left Blank]
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HCCTS are different from those of my previous career, the principles that guide my work remain
the same. 1 believe everyone deserves to feel safe, be treated with dignity, and have a fair
opportunity to improve theif circumstances. HCCTS provides those opportunities to individuals
who may have encountered significant obstacles throughout their lives. Being able to contribute
to that mission is both personally meaningful and professionally rewarding. My decision to come
out of retirement was not simply about returning to work. It was an opportunity to continue
serving others in a capacity where my experience and leadership could make a meaningful
difference. There is a tremendous sense of purpose in knowing that the work we do to strengthen
safety and security helps create an environment where students can focus on learning, developing
new skills, and pursuing a better future. On a personal level, my work at HCCTS reinforces the
values that have guided my life and that 1 strive to demonstrate within my own family.
Continuing to serve after retirement allows me to lead by example and demonstrate that purpose
does not end with a career. For me and my family, this work represents a continuation of a
lifelong commitment to service and the belief that our greatest contributions often come from what
we do for others. I take considerable pride in being part of an organization whose mission can
positively influence not only individual students but also their families and future generations.
Knowing that I can contribute to that mission makes my work at HCCTS particularly rewarding.

7. HCCTS is part of the broader community it serves. Through my work at HCCTS, 1
have come to appreciate the organization’s important role in supporting and strengthening the
communities it serves. HCCTS maintains close relationships with numerous established
community-based organizations whose services and resources complement our educational
programs. Together, these partnerships create a valuable network of support that helps individuals
address challenges extending beyond the classroom. I believe this collaborative approach is
essential to helping people build more stable and productive lives while contributing to healthier
and more resilient communities. One of the most meaningful examples of HCCTS’s impact is
reflected in its own workforce. A number of our dedicated employees were once HCCTS students
themselves. Their transition from student to employee speaks to the opportunities this

organization helps create and the lasting value of its mission. I find it particularly inspiring that

5
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DECLARATION OF EKATERINA KOLIADINA IN SUPPORT OF
DEBTOR’S EMERGENCY MOTION FOR ORDER EXTENDING STAY TO THE
REVOCATION APPEAL UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE SECTIONS 105(a) AND 362

I, Ekaterina Koliadina, hereby declare as follows:

1. I am a Project Management Specialist currently employed at Highlands
Community Charter and Technical Schools (“HCCTS” or the “Debtor”), a California Non-Profit
Corporation organized under the laws of the State of California, and the above-captioned debtor

and debtor-in-possession in this voluntary chapter 11 case (the “Chapter 11 Case”) filed on the

date hereof (the “Petition Date”) under chapter 11 of title 11 of the United States Code (the

“Bankruptcy Code”). | submit this declaration (this “Declaration”) in support of the Debtor’s

Emergency Motion for Order Extending Stay to the Revocation Appeal Under Bankruptcy Code
Sections 105(a) and 362 (the “Motion”). Capitalized terms not otherwise defined herein shall
have the meanings ascribed to them in the Motion.

2. Except as otherwise indicated, all facts in this Declaration are based upon my
personal knowledge, my discussions with the Debtor’s management team and the Debtor’s
advisors, my review of relevant documents and information, or my opinions based upon my
experience and knowledge. | am over the age of eighteen and authorized to submit this
Declaration on behalf of the Debtor. If called upon as a witness, | could and would testify
competently to the facts set forth in this Declaration.

The Importance of HCCTS and the Impact of Its Closure

3. HCCTS has had a positive and meaningful impact on my professional life and on
the students | support. | currently work in the Accountability, Performance Management and
Continuous Improvement Department, focusing on project management-related tasks. My job also
includes administering Staff and Student Climate Surveys at the school, as well as WASC and
LCAP related tasks. I started at Highlands as a student in late 2022 and graduated in 2023. The
value that the school brought and the impact that it had on my life were enormous. Although I had
work experience from Russia, back in 2022 | was not confident in my speaking skills and had no
job or certificates that would be helpful for finding a job in the US. Me and my family were

jumping from one friend’s house to another for three months, starting in September in Sterling,

2
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Virginia for a month, trying our best in New York for a week, and eventually driving all the way
to California in the end of October 2022. After staying at a friend’s house in Fair Oaks for a
month, we ultimately found ourselves with nowhere to live: just our car, two kids, my husband,
and me. We even had to apply for a program for unhoused families because we had no place to
stay and could not find work. Being an immigrant escaping from war and autocracy, having to
support two kids with limited resources and a lack of information, keeping up felt like an almost
unachievable task. After graduation from Highlands in 2023, | decided to apply for an
Instructional Paraeducator position to be able to lend a hand to those who are still struggling,
understanding their trauma and supporting them with translation and tutoring. | gradually grew
over these three years and am now able to perform more administrative tasks, having also earned
additional certificates from the local community colleges.

4. Working at HCCTS is different from working at a traditional school, because our
students are adults who are working toward a high school diploma, learning English, or
developing career and technical skills while also managing jobs, families, and other
responsibilities. While working in the Digital Literacy Bootcamp program at Highlands, I helped
hundreds of students gain the computer skills they lacked from their previous experience or were
unfamiliar with. As a result, these adult learners were able to join our CICA independent study
program, graduate, and later enter college or university to pursue a degree. Many of them also
found confidence in their English language skills and found a job.

5. In my experience, HCCTS plays an important role in the lives of the students it
serves. | saw deeply stressed individuals who had escaped, just like I did, with no job, no friends,
and in a completely new country where everything is different, with limited language skills and no
community to lean on. Right before my eyes, these students built friendships in class, shared vital
information, and graduated from the course with a clear path ahead, a community of peers sharing
the same goals, and solid knowledge of digital platforms essential for their future studies or work.
I received immense gratitude and a tremendous amount of positive feedback about how this
encouragement provided them with essential skills and self-confidence, showing firsthand how

staff members can guide students by their own example. I am not aware of another school or

3
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program in the area that offers the same combination of tuition-free adult diploma completion,
English language instruction, career and technical training, and student support services that
HCCTS provides.

6. HCCTS is also important to me personally and professionally. | have always said
that | have never seen such a welcoming place before. It feels like a miracle how the staff working
with students is chosen, it truly is the warmest environment, and people are so genuinely kind and
caring that it is hard to believe they are real. It was heartbreaking for me to see colleagues leave
during the first round of massive layoffs, and | was later part of the second round myself. | felt that
the school was losing its brightest minds and best people, a team assembled with so much care that
worked tirelessly and made an enormous impact together. My family struggled without my
income; we faced financial hardship, of course, but what I struggled with the most was being away
from my team, the people still there, and the work where | knew | could help. That is why |
applied three times after | was laid off, and finally, after multiple interviews, | was accepted into
the role | hold today.

7. HCCTS is part of the broader community it serves. Any question a student had,
Highlands was able to help with. Whether a student needed assistance filling out a form for Medi-
Cal or another agency, had substandard living conditions, needed help paying electricity bills, or
was going through a family crisis, we always had someone who could translate for them, connect
them to resources, and follow up afterward to ensure that help was actually provided. We also had
partners from the Los Rios Community College District right on site in one of our school offices,
where our students could get information about the college admissions process or apply directly.
In addition, we hosted resource fairs where many local community non-profits participated to
connect students with the vital support and resources they needed.

8. If HCCTS were forced to close or stop operating, | would lose my position and my
ability to continue serving the organization that helps thousands of students in the middle of the
school year. My daughter and son would have to quit the sports they are involved in and their
Saturday heritage school, and we would have to sell our car just to be able to keep up with the bills

until 1 find a place to work.
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9. A closure would also harm the students and the broader community. As a person
who is closely connected to the community we serve, | know that the impact of a closure would be
devastating. First of all, and this is very hard to talk about, families who are in the Welfare-to-
Work program will stop receiving their benefits, which will directly impact their ability to simply
buy food for their children. Soon after, this will affect their ability to pay rent, not to mention their
ability to learn the language and integrate into the community. In the long run, they risk losing the
language connection with their own children. Furthermore, English learner students who could go
to college and apply for financial aid there would end up using all their financial aid just on basic
English language classes. Eventually, they will not be able to pay for career training and pursue a
degree because their financial aid limits will be exhausted. Historically, more educated
communities lead to safer neighborhoods and safer living conditions, and | believe this closure
will negatively impact the safety of the greater Sacramento area in the long run. I am not aware of
another school nearby that could immediately take in HCCTS students and allow them to continue
their education in the same way, without significant delay or disruption.

10. For these reasons, | respectfully request that the Court grant the relief requested in
the Motion so that HCCTS can continue to operate and | can continue serving the students who

depend on this school.

[Remainder of Page Intentionally Left Blank]
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I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this

declaration was executed this 10 day of October, 2026, at Sacramento, California.

Ekaterina Koliadina

10
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1 DECLARATION OF Mohammad Amiri IN SUPPORT OF
DEBTOR’S EMERGENCY MOTION FOR ORDER EXTENDING STAY TO THE
2 REVOCATION APPEAL UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE SECTIONS 105(a) AND 362

3 I, , Mohammad Amiri hereby declare as follows:

4 1. | am a Student Services Navigator currently employed at Highlands Community
5  Charter and Technical Schools (“HCCTS” or the “Debtor”), a California Non-Profit Corporation
6  organized under the laws of the State of California, and the above-captioned debtor and debtor-in-

7  possession in this voluntary chapter 11 case (the “Chapter 11 Case”) filed on the date hereof (the

8  “Petition Date”) under chapter 11 of title 11 of the United States Code (the “Bankruptcy Code”). 1

9  submit this declaration (this “Declaration”) in support of the Debtor’s Emergency Motion for Order

10 Extending Stay to the Revocation Appeal Under Bankruptcy Code Sections 105(a) and 362 (the
11  “Motion”). Capitalized terms not otherwise defined herein shall have the meanings ascribed to them
12  inthe Motion.
13 2. Except as otherwise indicated, all facts in this Declaration are based upon my
14  personal knowledge, my discussions with the Debtor’s management team and the Debtor’s advisors,
15  my review of relevant documents and information, or my opinions based upon my experience and
16  knowledge. | am over the age of eighteen and authorized to submit this Declaration on behalf of
17  the Debtor. If called upon as a witness, | could and would testify competently to the facts set forth
18 in this Declaration.

19 The Importance of HCCTS and the Impact of Its Closure

20 3. HCCTS has had a positive and meaningful impact on my professional life and on the
21  students I support. | have worked at HCCTS for four years, supporting students and families by
22 helping them access resources and services they need. | help students overcome barriers that may

23  affect their education and success. | came to HCCTS because | wanted to make a positive difference

24

25
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1  in students’ lives and help them reach their goals. I am proud to be part of a school community

2 where students feel supported, respected, and cared for.

4 4. Working at HCCTS is different from Working at a traditional school, because our
5  students are adults who are working toward a high school diploma, learning English, or developing
6  career and technical skills while also managing jobs, families, and other responsibilities. | work
7 directly with HCCTS students to help them with their needs and connect them with available
8  resources and services. | support students with different challenges, including school, family, and
9  personal needs that may affect their education. Through my daily work, I build relationships with
10  students, listen to their concerns, and help them find solutions. | have seen how important it is for
11  students to have a safe and supportive school where they feel understood and cared for.
12
13 5. In my experience, HCCTS plays an important role in the lives of the students it
14  serves. In my four years at HCCTS, | have seen how the school helps students overcome different
15 challenges and continue their education. Many students need support with personal, family,
16  financial, or language barriers, and the school helps connect them with the resources they need. |
17  have seen how important it is for students to have staff who listen to them, understand their
18  situations, and encourage them to keep going. HCCTS makes a difference by giving students
19  support, hope, and an opportunity to work toward a better future.
20 6. I am not aware of another school or program in the area that offers the same
21  combination of tuition-free adult diploma completion, English language instruction, career and
22  technical training, and student support services that HCCTS provides.
23 7. HCCTS is also important to me personally and professionally. Working at HCCTS
24 is meaningful to me because | have the opportunity to help students and families during difficult

25
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1 times and support them in reaching their goals. It makes me happy to know that my work can make
2  adifference in someone's life. My position means a lot to me because it allows me to serve my
3 community, build relationships with students, and be part of their success. For my family, my work
4 isasource of pride because | am doing something meaningful and helping create better opportunities

5 for others.

7 8. HCCTS is part of the broader community it serves. | have seen HCCTS support the

8  local community by helping students and families connect with important resources and services.

9  The school supports families from different backgrounds and helps them overcome challenges
10  related to education, language, and other basic needs. Through my work, | see how staff work
11  together to support students and connect families with community resources. HCCTS makes a
12  positive difference by giving students and families support, guidance, and opportunities to build a
13 Detter future.
14 9. If HCCTS were forced to close or stop operating, | would lose my position and my
15  ability to continue working with the students I currently work with, in the middle of the school year.
16  Losing my position at HCCTS would have a big impact on me and my family, especially financially.
17  After working here for four years, HCCTS has become an important part of my life, and | care
18  deeply about the students and families | support. Losing my job would create stress and uncertainty
19  for my family and make it difficult to plan for the future. It would also be difficult emotionally

20  because I value my work and the positive difference | can make in the lives of our students.

21 10.
22 11. A closure would also harm the students and the broader community. Based on what
23 | have seen in my four years at HCCTS, closing the school would have a big impact on students and

24 families in our community. Many students depend on HCCTS not only for their education but also

25
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1  for the support, guidance, and resources they receive from staff. Some students already face many
2  challenges, and losing this school could make it harder for them to continue their education and
3 reach their goals. The closure would also affect families who depend on the school and its staff for
4  support, and | believe our community would lose an important place where students feel safe,
5  respected, and cared for.

6 12. | am not aware of another school nearby that could immediately take in HCCTS

7 students and allow them to continue their education in the same way, without significant delay or

8  disruption.

9 13. For these reasons, | respectfully request that the Court grant the relief requested in
10  the Motion so that HCCTS can continue to operate and | can continue serving the students who
11  depend on this school.

12
13 [Remainder of Page Intentionally Left Blank]
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15
16
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1 | declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this

N

declaration was executed this 10/12/2026 day of October, 2026, at Sacramento, California.

Mohammad Amiri
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DECLARATION OF MUJTABA SHOKORI IN SUPPORT OF
DEBTOR’S EMERGENCY MOTION FOR ORDER EXTENDING STAY TO THE
REVOCATION APPEAL UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE SECTIONS 105(a) AND 362

I, Mujtaba Shokori, hereby declare as follows:

1. I am a Paraeducator currently employed at Highlands Community Charter and
Technical Schools (“HCCTS” or the “Debtor”), a California Non-Profit Corporation organized
under the laws of the State of California, and the above-captioned debtor and debtor-in-possession

in this voluntary chapter 11 case (the “Chapter 11 Case”) filed on the date hereof (the “Petition

Date”) under chapter 11 of title 11 of the United States Code (the “Bankruptcy Code™). | submit

this declaration (this “Declaration™) in support of the Debtor’s Emergency Motion for Order
Extending Stay to the Revocation Appeal Under Bankruptcy Code Sections 105(a) and 362 (the
“Motion”). Capitalized terms not otherwise defined herein shall have the meanings ascribed to
them in the Motion.

2. Except as otherwise indicated, all facts in this Declaration are based upon my
personal knowledge, my discussions with the Debtor’s management team and the Debtor’s
advisors, my review of relevant documents and information, or my opinions based upon my
experience and knowledge. | am over the age of eighteen and authorized to submit this
Declaration on behalf of the Debtor. If called upon as a witness, | could and would testify
competently to the facts set forth in this Declaration.

The Importance of HCCTS and the Impact of Its Closure

3. HCCTS has had a positive and meaningful impact on my professional life and on
the students | support. | work as a paraeducator supporting adult learners in the online ESL
program. | value the opportunity to help students continue their education, improve their English,
and work toward their personal and professional goals.

4. Working at HCCTS is different from Working at a traditional school, because our
students are adults who are working toward a high school diploma, learning English, or
developing career and technical skills while also managing jobs, families, and other

responsibilities. I help students join Zoom classes, access Google Classroom and

10
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BurlingtonEnglish, complete assignments, and address technology challenges. | provide step-by-
step guidance so students can participate in online learning and stay connected with their teachers.

5. In my experience, HCCTS plays an important role in the lives of the students it
serves. | have helped students who were unsure how to join online classes or find their
assignments. By working with them individually and patiently walking them through the steps, I
have helped them access their coursework and continue learning. This support can build students’
confidence and help them overcome barriers to education. I am not aware of another school or
program in the area that offers the same combination of tuition-free adult diploma completion,
English language instruction, career and technical training, and student support services that
HCCTS provides.

6. HCCTS is also important to me personally and professionally. This work is
meaningful to me because | can make education more accessible for students who are balancing
learning with work and family responsibilities. My position also provides important professional
purpose and helps me support my own family.

7. HCCTS is part of the broader community it serves. By helping adult learners
improve their English and continue their education online, HCCTS supports people who are
working to participate more fully in their communities, pursue employment opportunities, and
support their families.

8. If HCCTS were forced to close or stop operating, | would lose my position and my
ability to continue working with the students I currently work with, in the middle of the school
year. Losing my position would affect my family’s financial stability and would mean losing
work that | find meaningful. It would also prevent me from continuing to support the students I
currently assist.

9. A closure would also harm the students and the broader community. A closure
would disrupt students’ routines and could make it harder for them to continue their online classes,
receive help with technology and assignments, and make progress toward their goals. Students
who rely on flexible online learning and individual support could face significant barriers to

continuing their education.. | am not aware of another school nearby that could immediately take

3
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in HCCTS students and allow them to continue their education in the same way, without
significant delay or disruption.

10. For these reasons, | respectfully request that the Court grant the relief requested in
the Motion so that HCCTS can continue to operate and | can continue serving the students who

depend on this school.

[Remainder of Page Intentionally Left Blank]
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I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this

declaration was executed this 12th day of October, 2026, at Sacramento, California.

—_—

Mujtaba Shokori

10
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