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SHEPPARD, MULLIN, RICHTER & HAMPTON LLP
A Limited Liability Partnership
Including Professional Corporations

ORI KATZ, State Bar No. 209561

Four Embarcadero Center, 17" Floor

San Francisco, California 94111-4109

Telephone:  (415) 434-9100

Facsimile: (415) 434-3947

Email: okatz@sheppard.com

AMANDA L. COTTRELL, Cal. Bar No. 360215
2200 Ross Avenue, Floor 20

Dallas, TX 75201

Telephone: 469.391.7400; Fax: 469.391.7401
Email: acottrell@sheppard.com

Proposed Counsel for Debtor and Debtor in
Possession

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA, SACRAMENTO DIVISION

Inre Case No. 26-25868
Highlands Community Charter and Technical Chapter 11
Schools,
Debtor and Adv No. 26-02134
Debtor in Possession.
DCN: SMR-1

Highlands Community Charter and Technical
Schools,

Hearing Information

Do

Plaintiff,
Judge:
V. Date:
Time:

Twin Rivers Unified School District Board of Place:
Trustees and California State Board of
Education,

Defendants.

EXHIBITS (PART I) IN SUPPORT OF DECLARATION OF ORI KATZ IN
SUPPORT OF MOTION FOR ORDER EXTENDING STAY TO THE
REVOCATION APPEAL UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE SECTIONS 105(a)

Hon. Christopher D. Jaime
November 10, 2026

11:00 a.m.

Courtroom 32, Department B
501 I Street

Sacramento, California 95814

AND 362
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Case 26-02134 Do

Highlands Community Charter and Technical Schools (“HCCTS” or the “Debtor”), the
above-captioned debtor and debtor-in-possession in this voluntary chapter 11 case, owns, manages
and operates two adult-serving charter schools in Sacramento County: Highlands Community
Charter School (*HCCS”) and California Innovative Career Academy (“CICA” and, together with

HCCS, the “Schools”) and hereby submits the following exhibits in support of the Declaration of

Ori Katz in support of Motion for Order Extending Stay to the Revocation Appeal Under
Bankruptcy Code Sections 105(a) and 362.

Exhibit Description Page(s)

A Declaration of Pat Fong Kushida, President and CEO of the 3-8
Sacramento Asian Pacific Chamber of Commerce (Part I)

B Declarations of Teachers at the Schools (Part I) 9-192

C Declarations of Staff at the Schools (Part II)

D Declarations of Current Students at the Schools (Part III + IV)

Dated: October 13, 2026 SHEPPARD, MULLIN, RICHTER & HAMPTON LLP

By /sl Ori Katz
ORI KATZ
AMANDA COTTRELL
Proposed Counsel for Highlands Community Charter
and Technical School

-2- Case No. 26-02134
SMRH:4910-0500-3480.1 EXHIBITS 1SO KATZ DECLARATION RE: MOTION FOR ORDER EXTENDING STAY
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1 DECLARATION OF THE SACRAMENTO ASIAN PACIFIC CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE IN SUPPORT OF
2 DEBTOR’S EMERGENCY MOTION FOR ORDER EXTENDING STAY TO THE
RE ATION APPEAL UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE SECTI 1 AND 362

3 I, Sacramento Asian Pacific Chamber of Commerce, hereby declare as follows:
4 1. I am a member of the community served by Highlands Community Charter and
5 Technical Schools (“HCCTS” or the “Debtor”), a California Non-Profit Corporation organized

under the laws of the State of California, and the above-captioned debtor and debtor-in-possession
]

in this voluntary chapter 11 case (the “Chapter 11 Case”) filed on the date hereof (the “Petition
7

Date”) under chapter 11 of title 11 of the United States Code (the “Bankruptcy Code™). I submit
8  this declaration (this “Declaration”) in support of the Debtor’s Emergency Motion for Order
Q  Extending Stay to the Revocation Appeal Under Bankruptcy Code Sections 105(a) and 362 (the

“Motion”). Capitalized terms not otherwise defined herein shall have the meanings ascribed to

10
" them in the Motion.

2. Except as otherwise indicated, all facts in this Declaration are based upon my
12 personal knowledge, my discussions with the Debtor’s management team and the Debtor’s
13

advisors, my review of relevant documents and information, or my opinions based upon my
14  experience and knowledge. 1 am over the age of eighteen and authorized to submit this
15 Declaration on behalf of the Debtor. If called upon as a witness, I could and would testify

competently to the facts set forth in this Declaration.

16
The Importance of HCCTS and the Im f Its Closur
17
3. HCCTS has had a positive and meaningful impact on the community I am part of.
18

The Sacramento Asian Pacific Chamber of Commerce (SacAsian) is a nonprofit business
19 association in Sacramento, California. and one of the region’s leading voices for small business.
20 SacAsian is committed to advancing economic opportunity for all, developing a strong workforce,

and supporting rural entrepreneurs, veteran-owned businesses, and community-based enterprises.

21
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1 SacAsian views small business success as a source of strength and opportunity, and we advocate
2 for thousands of business owners in our region, providing the technical support, resources, and

advocacy they need to thrive as part of an economy for all. SacAsian works closely with HCCTS

3

to develop the workforce pipeline needed to support existing employers, attract new investment,
4 and create economic opportunities. HCCTS is a long-standing educational partner whose adult
5 learners contribute to the region’s workforce.
6 4. In my experience, HCCTS plays a valuable role in the community. HCCTS is not a

7  traditional high school. It serves adults who have not earned a U.S. high school diploma, including

immigrants, refugees, English-language learners, working parents, low-income adults, and people

8
seeking a second chance at education, many of whom might not otherwise have access to a

9
tuition-free path to a high school diploma, English-language instruction, or career and technical

10

training. For many students, graduation is the first U.S. high school diploma earned in their family.
1 HCCTS combines diploma completion, English-language development, career and technical
12  education, workforce preparation, and student support services in a single program, which is
especially important for adults balancing school with work, children, transportation, and language

13

barriers.
14
5. HCCTS is important to the community I am part of because of the opportunities it

15

provides to the students and families it serves. HCCTS is a direct bridge between education and
16 employment. Students can earn a high school diploma while receiving career and technical
17  training designed to move them into jobs that can support their families. A student who earns a

18 diploma, develops an occupational skill, and moves into higher-wage employment can increase

household income, fill a workforce need for an employer, and bring greater economic stability to

19

their family. That is the kind of workforce pipeline SacAsian works to build for the businesses and
20

residents of our region. I am not aware of another school or program in the area that offers the
21
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1  same combination of tuition-free adult diploma completion, English language instruction, career

2 and technical training, and support services that HCCTS provides.

3 6. HCCTS also supports the local economy and community more broadly, including
through its workforce, its relationships with local vendors and service providers, and the spending
4
and economic activity generated by its students, employees, and operations. It is my understanding
5

that HCCTS purchases goods and services from local businesses, landlords, vendors, and
B  contractors. Those expenditures become revenue for local businesses, employee wages become
7  household spending on housing, groceries, childcare, and services, and students themselves earn

and spend money throughout their communities. I am aware of a prior economic analysis finding

8
that HCCTS’s operations and related spending generated tens of millions of dollars in regional
9
economic activity and supported hundreds of direct and indirect jobs.
10

7. If HCCTS were forced to close or stop operating, it would disrupt the education of
" the students it currently serves, in the middle of the school year, and would affect the families,
12  employees, and organizations connected to HCCTS. For many of these students, closure would not

mean changing schools. It could mean the end of their education. Students close to earning a

13

diploma may never complete it, adults completing occupational training may lose their pathway
14

into higher-wage employment, and refugees learning English may lose access to both language
15

instruction and job preparation. A closure would also interrupt the workforce pipeline that
16 sacAsian works with HCCTS to build for regional employers.
17 8. I am not aware of another school nearby that could immediately take in HCCTS
18 students and allow them to continue their education in the same way, without significant delay or

disruption. Adult schools and community colleges provide important educational opportunities,

19

but I am not aware of one that could replace the combination of diploma completion,
20

English-language development, career training, and individualized support that HCCTS provides.
21
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1 A closure would also have broader effects on the local economy and community that rely on
2 HCCTS and the students, employees, and families connected to it, including lost wages and local

economic activity, fewer qualified workers for Sacramento-area employers, and greater instability

3
for immigrant, refugee, and low-income families.
4
9. For these reasons, I respectfully request that the Court grant the relief requested in
5

the Motion so that HCCTS can continue to operate and the community can continue to benefit

6  from the services it provides.

[Remainder of Page Intentionally Left Blank]
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1 I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this

2 declaration was executed this 12th day of October, 2026, at Sacramento, California.

Pat Fong Kushida, President & CEO

10
11
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1 DECLARATION OF ANNA MOZGHOVA IN SUPPORT OF
DEBTOR’S EMERGENCY MOTION FOR ORDER EXTENDING STAY TO THE
y) REVOCATION APPEAL UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE SECTIONS 105(a) AND 362

I, Anna Mozghova, hereby declare as follows:

3
1. I am a Science Teacher currently employed at Highlands Community Charter and

4
Technical Schools (“HCCTS” or the “Debtor”), a California Non-Profit Corporation organized

5

under the laws of the State of California, and the above-captioned debtor and debtor-in-possession
&  in this voluntary chapter 11 case (the “Chapter 11 Case”) filed on the date hereof (the “Petition
7 Date”) under chapter 11 of title 11 of the United States Code (the “Bankruptcy Code”). I submit

this declaration (this “Declaration”) in support of the Debtor’s Emergency Motion for Order

8
Extending Stay to the Revocation Appeal Under Bankruptcy Code Sections 105(a) and 362 (the
k “Motion”). Capitalized terms not otherwise defined herein shall have the meanings ascribed to
10 them in the Motion.
" 2. Except as otherwise indicated, all facts in this Declaration are based upon my

12  personal knowledge, my discussions with the Debtor’s management team and the Debtor’s

advisors, my review of relevant documents and information, or my opinions based upon my

13
experience and knowledge. 1 am over the age of eighteen and authorized to submit this
1 Declaration on behalf of the Debtor. If called upon as a witness, I could and would testify
15 competently to the facts set forth in this Declaration.
16 The Importance of HCCTS and the Impact of Its Closure
17 3. HCCTS has had a positive and meaningful impact on my professional life and on
18 the students I teach. HCCTS has had a profound and meaningful impact on both my personal and
professional life. I currently serve as a Science Teacher and Lead Teacher, but my connection to
" HCCTS began long before I became an educator here. I was once a student at this very school, and
20 I personally experienced the opportunities and support that HCCTS provides. As an immigrant
21
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1  from Ukraine, I faced the challenges of adapting to a new country, learning English, and
2 rebuilding my professional identity. Before attending HCCTS, I explored other educational

institutions, but I did not find the same comprehensive and integrated approach to adult education.

3

HCCTS offered something unique: a combination of English language instruction, academic
4

education, and individualized support that helped me not only improve my English but also earn
5

my diploma, complete college, and, most importantly, regain the confidence and sense of purpose
6 I had before immigrating to the United States. Having experienced this journey myself, I
7  understand firsthand how transformative HCCTS can be for adult learners. I know that this school

offers much more than academic instruction. It gives people an opportunity to rebuild their lives,

8
recognize their potential, and move forward with dignity and confidence. My personal experience

9
as a former HCCTS student is one of the main reasons I chose to return as a teacher. Today, I have

10

the privilege of helping students who face many of the same challenges I once faced, and I am

1 deeply committed to providing them with the opportunities that changed my own life.

12 4. Teaching at HCCTS is different from teaching at a traditional school because our
13 students are adults who are working toward a high school diploma, learning English, or

developing career and technical skills while managing employment, family responsibilities, and
1 other challenges. I teach Biology and Science to adult learners from diverse cultural, linguistic,
15

and educational backgrounds. Many of my students are immigrants and refugees with limited
16 English proficiency, and some have experienced interrupted or limited formal education. Others
17  arrive with professional experience and advanced education from their home countries but struggle
18 to use their knowledge and qualifications because of language barriers. I adapt my instruction

through hands-on activities, visual materials, translations, differentiated assignments, and practical

19

applications of science. My goal is not only to teach academic content but also to help students
20

develop independence, confidence, and skills they can use in everyday life.
21




Filed 10/13/26 Case 26-02134 Doc 9

1 5. n my experience, HCCTS plays an essential role in helping adult students
9  overcome barriers to education and personal development. I recognize many of my own

experiences in the students I teach. I understand the frustration of having knowledge and abilities

3

but being unable to communicate them effectively in a new language. I have observed students
4

who initially struggled to understand basic instructions gradually become more independent,
5

participate in classroom activities, use educational technology, and demonstrate their knowledge.
6  These accomplishments may appear small, but for adult learners who are rebuilding their lives,
7  they represent meaningful progress. HCCTS provides a supportive environment where students

can develop English language skills while continuing their academic education and working

8
toward future opportunities. Based on my personal experience attending different educational
) institutions, I have not found another program that provides the same combination of educational
10 opportunities and individualized support that I experienced at HCCTS.
1 6. HCCTS is deeply meaningful to me both personally and professionally. My journey

12  from being a student at this school to becoming one of its teachers represents an important

achievement in my life. I am now able to help students facing many of the same challenges I once

13

experienced. This gives my work a purpose that extends beyond teaching academic subjects.
14

HCCTS has also provided me with opportunities for professional development and leadership,
15

including my current responsibilities as a Lead Teacher, through which I support fellow educators
16 and contribute to instructional improvement. My employment provides financial stability for my
17  family and three children. More importantly, it allows me to use my education, experience, and

18 personal journey to make a positive difference in the lives of others.

19 7. HCCTS contributes to the broader Sacramento community by providing

educational opportunities to adults who might otherwise face significant barriers to continuing
20 their education. Many of our students are parents, workers, immigrants, and refugees who are
21
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1 striving to create better futures for themselves and their families. I have observed how education
g
helps students become more confident in communicating, understanding important information,
2 p g g 1mp

navigating everyday responsibilities, and participating in their communities. As a teacher, I see the

3

importance of helping students develop practical skills, including understanding health and safety
4

information, using technology, and applying scientific knowledge to real-life situations. These
5

benefits extend beyond individual students. When adults become more educated and independent,
6  their families and communities can benefit as well. My own experience demonstrates how
7  ecducational opportunities can help an immigrant continue their education, rebuild a professional

career, and eventually contribute to the same community as an educator.

8
8. If HCCTS were forced to close or stop operating, I would lose my position and my

9
ability to continue working with the students I currently teach in the middle of the school year.

10

This would create significant financial and professional uncertainty for me and my family. As a
1 mother of three children, stable employment is important for meeting our household
12  responsibilities. A sudden closure would also interrupt my professional development and the

leadership responsibilities I have recently undertaken. However, the impact would extend beyond

13

the loss of my employment. Having personally experienced the opportunities HCCTS provides, |
14

understand how important continuity and support can be for adult students. Losing the ability to
15

guide my students through their educational journeys would be particularly difficult because |
16 know how much determination and effort many of them have invested in returning to school.
17 9. A closure would also cause significant harm to students and the broader
18 community. Based on my direct experience, many HCCTS students would face serious challenges

transitioning to another educational institution. Some have very limited English proficiency,

19

transportation difficulties, demanding work schedules, childcare responsibilities, or histories of
20

interrupted education. Many have worked hard to establish trust with their teachers, become
21
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1 comfortable in the classroom, and develop the confidence necessary to participate in learning. A
2 sudden disruption could cause students to lose academic progress, motivation, and access to the

support systems on which they rely. I know from my own experience how difficult it can be to

3

navigate educational opportunities as an immigrant and how important it is to find a program that
4

addresses multiple needs at the same time. Today, I teach students who are at stages of their
5

educational journeys similar to those I once experienced. I am deeply concerned that closing
6  HCCTS could prevent some of them from completing their education and achieving the
7  opportunities that helped transform my own life. I am not aware of another nearby school that

could immediately accommodate these students while providing the same combination of

8
educational services and individualized support without significant disruption.
9
10. For these reasons, I respectfully request that the Court grant the relief requested in
10

the Motion so that HCCTS can continue to operate and I can continue serving the students who

1 depend on this school.

12

13 [Remainder of Page Intentionally Left Blank]
14
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1 I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this

2 declaration was executed this 12 day of October, 2026, at Sacramento, California.

Anna Mozghova

10
11
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1 DECLARATION OF ASYA GRIGORYAN IN SUPPORT OF
DEBTOR’S EMERGENCY MOTION FOR ORDER EXTENDING STAY TO THE
y) REVOCATION APPEAL UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE SECTIONS 105(a) AND 362

I, ASYA GRIGORYAN, hereby declare as follows:

3
1. I am a teacher currently employed at Highlands Community Charter and Technical

4
Schools (“HCCTS” or the “Debtor”), a California Non-Profit Corporation organized under the

5

laws of the State of California, and the above-captioned debtor and debtor-in-possession in this
6  voluntary chapter 11 case (the “Chapter 11 Case”) filed on the date hereof (the “Petition Date™)
7 under chapter 11 of title 11 of the United States Code (the “Bankruptcy Code”). I submit this

declaration (this “Declaration”) in support of the Debtor’s Emergency Motion for Order Extending

8
Stay to the Revocation Appeal Under Bankruptcy Code Sections 105(a) and 362 (the “Motion”).
? Capitalized terms not otherwise defined herein shall have the meanings ascribed to them in the
10 Motion.
" 2. Except as otherwise indicated, all facts in this Declaration are based upon my

12  personal knowledge, my discussions with the Debtor’s management team and the Debtor’s

advisors, my review of relevant documents and information, or my opinions based upon my

13
experience and knowledge. 1 am over the age of eighteen and authorized to submit this
1 Declaration on behalf of the Debtor. If called upon as a witness, I could and would testify
15 competently to the facts set forth in this Declaration.
16 The Importance of HCCTS and the Impact of Its Closure
17 3. HCCTS has had a positive and meaningful impact on my professional life and on
18 the students I teach. I have had the honor and privilege of serving this community since 2020. As a
daughter of immigrant parents, I know firsthand how challenging it is for immigrants to navigate a
1 new life in the United States. After I learned English in kindergarten, I quickly became the
20 language broker in my family. From translating medical conditions to filling out legal applications,
21
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1 I felt an immense sense of pride and pressure to help my family. The work that we do matters
2 because we are not teaching our adult learners English. We are also giving them the confidence

and independence to advocate for themselves, so their children don’t have to carry that weight the

3
way I did.
4
4. Working at HCCTS is different from working at a traditional school, because our
5

students are adults who are working toward a high school diploma, learning English, or
6  developing carecer and technical skills while also managing jobs, families, and other
7  responsibilities. I might teach them English, but they teach me so much more. Some of my

students work evening shifts and still show up to class the next morning. Others are raising

8
children, caring for aging parents, or starting over in their fifties and sixties. Their resilience
9
reminds me every day why this work matters, and it pushes me to be a better teacher for them.
10

5. In my experience, HCCTS plays an important role in the lives of the students it
1 serves. | have had close to a hundred students earn their high school diploma during my time here.
12 Many continued their education at a community college or began new jobs and careers. For

example, one of my former graduates recently shared that she was admitted into law school.

13

Another texted me, “I signed the offer! I will be a student auditor at the Franchise Tax Board.”
14

Being a part of their journey is my why. I am not aware of another school or program in the area
15

that offers the same combination of tuition-free adult diploma completion, English language
16 instruction, career and technical training, and student support services that HCCTS provides.
17 6. HCCTS is also important to me personally and professionally. I have evolved as an
18 educator throughout the years. Highlands has supported me in earning my Adult Education and

Single Subject credentials. I was also inspired to pursue two Master’s degrees on my own because

19

I want my students to have access to a high-quality education from a teacher who is as committed
20 _

to learning as they are.
21
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1 7. HCCTS is part of the broader community it serves. Highlands partners with local
2 organizations, including Lao Family Community Development, to offer whole-student support.

We also have a student services team that includes a social worker and multilingual navigators

3
who connect students and their families with resources in the community.
4 8. If HCCTS were forced to close or stop operating, I would lose my position and my
5 ability to continue working with the students I currently work with, in the middle of the school
6 year
7 9. A closure would also harm the students and the broader community. We currently
8 have over 2,000 enrolled students. Unfortunately, there is not enough space for all of our students
at other programs. For example, I work as a part-time professor at a local community college, and
) my waitlists are always full. The lowest level my college offers is novice-high, but many HCCTS
10

students are pre-literate, so they would not be ready for even that level. I am not aware of another
1 school nearby that could immediately take in HCCTS students and allow them to continue their
12  education in the same way, without significant delay or disruption.
10. For these reasons, I respectfully request that the Court grant the relief requested in

13

the Motion so that HCCTS can continue to operate and I can continue serving the students who
14

depend on this school.

15
16 [Remainder of Page Intentionally Left Blank]
17
18
19
20
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1 I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this

2 declaration was executed this 12th day of October, 2026, at Sacramento, California.

Asya Grigoryan

10
11
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DECLARATION OF OLGA MUSTEATA IN SUPPORT OF
DEBTOR’S EMERGENCY MOTION FOR ORDER EXTENDING STAY TO THE
REVOCATION APPEAL UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE SECTIONS 105(a) AND 362

I, Olga Musteata, hereby declare as follows:

1. I am a teacher currently employed at Highlands Community Charter and Technical
Schools (“HCCTS” or the “Debtor”), a California Non-Profit Corporation organized under the
laws of the State of California, and the above-captioned debtor and debtor-in-possession in this

voluntary chapter 11 case (the “Chapter 11 Case”) filed on the date hereof (the “Petition Date”)

under chapter 11 of title 11 of the United States Code (the “Bankruptcy Code™). | submit this

declaration (this “Declaration”) in support of the Debtor’s Emergency Motion for Order Extending
Stay to the Revocation Appeal Under Bankruptcy Code Sections 105(a) and 362 (the “Motion”).
Capitalized terms not otherwise defined herein shall have the meanings ascribed to them in the
Motion.

2. Except as otherwise indicated, all facts in this Declaration are based upon my
personal knowledge, my discussions with the Debtor’s management team and the Debtor’s
advisors, my review of relevant documents and information, or my opinions based upon my
experience and knowledge. | am over the age of eighteen and authorized to submit this
Declaration on behalf of the Debtor. If called upon as a witness, | could and would testify
competently to the facts set forth in this Declaration.

The Importance of HCCTS and the Impact of Its Closure

3. HCCTS has had a positive and meaningful impact on my professional life and on
the students teach. When 1| first came to the United States, | attended HCCTS as a student.
Through the school, | learned about opportunities to work as a substitute teacher, which eventually
led me to a position as a teacher’s aide at a local public school. In 2022, I began working as a
paraeducator, and in 2024, | transitioned into teaching. | now teach elementary mathematics to
adult students at HCCTS. My journey has come full circle, and I am grateful for the opportunity to
give back to the community that supported me when | was starting a new life in this country. |
want to help my students build their skills, gain confidence, and discover new opportunities for

their own futures.
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4. Teaching at HCCTS is different from teaching at a traditional school, because our
students are adults who are working toward a high school diploma, learning English, or
developing career and technical skills while also managing jobs, families, and other
responsibilities. | teach elementary mathematics to adult students. Every day, | see how much of a
difference our school makes in their lives. Many of our students come to us with limited
educational opportunities, but they are motivated to learn, build their confidence, and create better
futures for themselves and their families.

5. In my experience, HCCTS plays an important role in the lives of the students it
serves. | have seen how this school helps students improve their English, develop career skills, and
work toward earning their high school diplomas. Many students gain confidence, become more
independent, and begin to see new opportunities for their futures. I am not aware of another school
or program in the area that offers the same combination of tuition-free adult diploma completion,
English language instruction, career and technical training, and student support services that
HCCTS provides.

6. HCCTS is also important to me personally and professionally. Becoming a teacher
helped my family financially. Becoming a teacher has helped my family become more financially
independent, allowing us to support ourselves without relying on public assistance or free medical
benefits. | am proud of how far we have come since arriving in the United States. It is especially
meaningful to me that my daughter has followed in my footsteps and is now in her third year of
university, pursuing a degree in education to become an elementary school teacher. My work at
this school has not only changed my life but has also inspired my daughter to pursue a career in
education.

7. HCCTS is part of the broader community it serves. Our school supports the local
community by helping adults improve their education, learn English, and develop skills that can
lead to better employment opportunities. By helping students overcome educational barriers and
work toward their goals, the school contributes to building a stronger, more educated, and skilled

community.
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8. If HCCTS were forced to close or stop operating, | would lose my position and my
ability to continue working with the students I currently work with, in the middle of the school
year. Losing my position at this school would create financial hardship for my family and make it
difficult to maintain the stability we have worked so hard to achieve. It would also be difficult to
leave my students, knowing how important this school is to their education, confidence, and future
opportunities.

0. A closure would also harm the students and the broader community. Many of our
students already face significant barriers, and losing access to this supportive learning
environment could delay their progress and discourage them from continuing their education. |
am not aware of another school nearby that could immediately take in HCCTS students and allow
them to continue their education in the same way, without significant delay or disruption.

10. For these reasons, | respectfully request that the Court grant the relief requested in
the Motion so that HCCTS can continue to operate and | can continue serving the students who

depend on this school.

[Remainder of Page Intentionally Left Blank]
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I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this

declaration was executed this 11" day of October, 2026, at Sacramento, California.

Olga Musteata
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1 DECLARATION OF Parisa Samadi IN SUPPORT OF
DEBTOR’S EMERGENCY MOTION FOR ORDER EXTENDING STAY TO THE
y) REVOCATION APPEAL UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE SECTIONS 105(a) AND 362

I, Parisa Samadi, hereby declare as follows:

3
1. I am an ELA Teacher currently employed at Highlands Community Charter and

4
Technical Schools (“HCCTS” or the “Debtor”), a California Non-Profit Corporation organized

5

under the laws of the State of California, and the above-captioned debtor and debtor-in-possession
&  in this voluntary chapter 11 case (the “Chapter 11 Case”) filed on the date hereof (the “Petition
7 Date”) under chapter 11 of title 11 of the United States Code (the “Bankruptcy Code”). I submit

this declaration (this “Declaration”) in support of the Debtor’s Emergency Motion for Order

8
Extending Stay to the Revocation Appeal Under Bankruptcy Code Sections 105(a) and 362 (the
k “Motion”). Capitalized terms not otherwise defined herein shall have the meanings ascribed to
10 them in the Motion.
" 2. Except as otherwise indicated, all facts in this Declaration are based upon my

12  personal knowledge, my discussions with the Debtor’s management team and the Debtor’s

advisors, my review of relevant documents and information, or my opinions based upon my

13
experience and knowledge. 1 am over the age of eighteen and authorized to submit this
1 Declaration on behalf of the Debtor. If called upon as a witness, I could and would testify
15 competently to the facts set forth in this Declaration.
16 The Importance of HCCTS and the Impact of Its Closure
17 3. HCCTS has had a positive and meaningful impact on my professional life and on
18 the students I teach and support. I have been working at highland for almost 4 years. I came to
highlands to serve students who need more support because I have gone through the experiences
1 of learning language and I want to share my own process with them and help them to succeed in
20 their life here. Teaching at HCCTS is different from teaching at a traditional school, because our
21
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1 students are adults who are working toward a high school diploma, learning English, or
2 developing career and technical skills while also managing jobs, families, and other

responsibilities. I teach ELA at PM high school level. In my experience, HCCTS plays an

3

important role in the lives of the students it serves. Everyday when I teach I can see how I have
4

impacted the life of many students. The students who were not confident in their English and
5

could not express their ideas, now stand up in class and share their own experiences. They can
6  write and communicate with others more comfortably. They are looking to continue their
7  education in college, something that they did not think about before coming here. They are

thinking about their dream jobs and improving the quality of their lives. They are very busy in the

8
morning, but they come to school at night to achieve what they have been waiting for for years. |

9
am not aware of another school or program in the area that offers the same combination of

10

tuition-free adult diploma completion, English language instruction, career and technical training,

1 and student support services that HCCTS provides.

12 4. HCCTS is also important to me personally and professionally. Teaching in this
13 group of students is challenging since the level of their English is varied and I have to differentiate
my lessons, but I like this challenge because it fortifies my teaching skills. Everyday, I learn how
14
I can teach a lesson in different ways. When I check them for understanding, I learn what is
15

successful and what is not. I have to look for different resources and I believe working with this
16 population and all teachers who want to help this group of students has made my teaching more
17  efficent. HCCTS is part of the broader community it serves. When my students have enough
18 confidence, they can find a better job and they are not dependent on others. I have seen many of

my students who are helping their kids in their studies, go to their Dr. appointments by themselves,

19

make their other appointments, confidently answer the phone, and they are successful in college
20

that I believe it is something that Highlands has supported them with.
21
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1 5. If HCCTS were forced to close or stop operating, I would lose my position and my
2 ability to continue working with the students I currently work with, in the middle of the school

year. They cannot finish what they have started. They are like my family and we are a community

3

together. I know their family and they know mine. Highlands is a very nourishing community for
4

all of us.
5 6. A closure would also harm the students and the broader community. The students

6  might lose their motivation and they might not find this kind of palace to come and talk, share
7  their ideas and learn from each other. I have some students who are about to graduate and closing

school really hurts them. I am not aware of another school nearby that could immediately take in

8
HCCTS students and allow them to continue their education in the same way, without significant
9
delay or disruption.
10

7. For these reasons, I respectfully request that the Court grant the relief requested in
1 the Motion so that HCCTS can continue to operate and I can continue serving the students who

12  depend on this school.

: [Remainder of Page Intentionally Left Blank]
15
16
17
18
19
20

21
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1 I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this

2 declaration was executed this 12 day of October, 2026, at Sacramento, California.

3 Se >

Parisa Samadi

10

"

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21
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DECLARATION OF ZIA UL HAQ HABIBI IN SUPPORT OF
DEBTOR’S EMERGENCY MOTION FOR ORDER EXTENDING STAY TO THE
REVOCATION APPEAL UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE SECTIONS 105(a) AND 362

I, Zia Ul Haq Habibi, hereby declare as follows:

1. I am a Teacher currently employed at Highlands Community Charter and Technical
Schools (“HCCTS” or the “Debtor”), a California Non-Profit Corporation organized under the
laws of the State of California, and the above-captioned debtor and debtor-in-possession in this
voluntary chapter 11 case (the “Chapter 11 Case”) filed on the date hereof (the “Petition Date”)
under chapter 11 of title 11 of the United States Code (the “Bankruptcy Code”). | submit this
declaration (this “Declaration”) in support of the Debtor’s Emergency Motion for Order Extending
Stay to the Revocation Appeal Under Bankruptcy Code Sections 105(a) and 362 (the “Motion”).
Capitalized terms not otherwise defined herein shall have the meanings ascribed to them in the
Motion.

2. Except as otherwise indicated, all facts in this Declaration are based upon my
personal knowledge, my discussions with the Debtor’s management team and the Debtor’s
advisors, my review of relevant documents and information, or my opinions based upon my
experience and knowledge. | am over the age of eighteen and authorized to submit this
Declaration on behalf of the Debtor. If called upon as a witness, | could and would testify
competently to the facts set forth in this Declaration.

The Importance of HCCTS and the Impact of Its Closure

3. HCCTS has had a positive and meaningful impact on my professional life and on
the students | teach. | am an adult English teacher at HCCTS, where | work with students who are
building foundational English and literacy skills. I came to this work because | believe education
can create opportunities for adults who have not always had access to traditional educational
pathways. Teaching at HCCTS gives me the opportunity to serve an underserved population in our
community and to help students build the language skills, confidence, and independence they need
to reach their personal, educational, and employment goals.

4. Teaching at HCCTS is different from teaching at a traditional school, because our

students are adults who are working toward a high school diploma, learning English, or

2
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developing career and technical skills while also managing jobs, families, and other
responsibilities. | teach adult English learners at different levels, including students who begin
with very limited English or literacy skills. Despite the many responsibilities they carry outside of
school, my students come to class because they want to learn, improve their lives, and become
active members of the community. | see their commitment in the way they attend class, practice
English, support one another, and continue working toward their goals even when learning is
difficult.

5. In my experience, HCCTS plays an important role in the lives of the students it
serves. | have personally seen students enter my class at Level Zero with very limited English and
make significant progress over the course of a school year. Some of those students later reached
out to me for letters of recommendation when they were ready to apply for jobs. | provided those
letters, and they went on to obtain employment. They are now working, paying taxes, supporting
their families, and contributing to the community. Their progress shows that learning English at
HCCTS is not only about classroom achievement; it can help students become more independent
and participate more fully in their communities. | am not aware of another school or program in
the area that offers the same combination of tuition-free adult diploma completion, English
language instruction, career and technical training, and student support services that HCCTS
provides.

6. HCCTS is also important to me personally and professionally. Teaching at HCCTS
is meaningful to me because | can see the direct impact of my work on adults who are trying to
build better lives for themselves and their families. My position allows me to use my experience as
an English teacher to serve students who may otherwise have limited access to education. Seeing a
student move from learning basic English to communicating independently, pursuing
employment, and participating more confidently in the community gives purpose to my work. My
employment at HCCTS is also an important source of stability for me and my family.

7. HCCTS is part of the broader community it serves. | have seen this contribution
directly through my students. When adult learners improve their English, they are better able to

communicate at work, interact with schools and service providers, seek employment, support their

3
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children and families, and participate in community life. 1 have also seen students use the
education they received at HCCTS to obtain jobs and become contributing members of the local
workforce. In this way, the school serves not only individual students but also their families,
employers, and the broader community.

8. If HCCTS were forced to close or stop operating, | would lose my position and my
ability to continue working with the students I currently work with, in the middle of the school
year. Losing my position would interrupt work that is professionally meaningful to me and would
prevent me from continuing to support students whose progress | have personally followed. It
would also mean the loss of my employment and the stability that my position provides for me and
my family.

9. A closure would also harm the students and the broader community. | saw this
concern firsthand when media reports about the school began. Students came to me worried and
asked, “Hey teacher, does it mean our school will close and we will not be able to learn English
and achieve our goals?” Their question showed me how important HCCTS is to them and how
much they depend on the school as a pathway toward their goals. Many of my students already
balance work, family obligations, and other responsibilities just to attend school. A closure would
interrupt their English learning, separate them from teachers and classmates who know their
needs, and make it harder for them to continue progressing toward employment, independence,
and greater participation in the community. | am not aware of another school nearby that could
immediately take in HCCTS students and allow them to continue their education in the same way,
without significant delay or disruption.

10. For these reasons, | respectfully request that the Court grant the relief requested in
the Motion so that HCCTS can continue to operate and | can continue serving the students who

depend on this school.

[Remainder of Page Intentionally Left Blank]




Filed 10/13/26

© 00 ~N oo o B~ O wWw N

S N N B . N T S T N T T N e N N T i =
©® N o B W N P O © 0o N o O~ W N Bk O

Case 26-02134 Do

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this

declaration was executed this 12 day of October, 2026, at Sacramento, California.

Zia Ul Hag Habibi
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