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IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

HOUSTON DIVISION 
 

 )  
In re: ) Chapter 11 
 )  
ZACHRY HOLDINGS, INC., et al.1 ) Case No. 24-90377 (MI) 
 )  

   Debtors. ) (Jointly Administered) 
 )  

HICKS THOMAS LLP’S THIRD MONTHLY FEE STATEMENT FOR  
ALLOWANCE OF COMPENSATION AND REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES  

FOR THE PERIOD FROM AUGUST 1, 2024 THROUGH AUGUST 31, 2024 

Name of Applicant: Hicks Thomas LLP 
Applicant’s Role in Case: Special litigation counsel to the Debtors  
Employment Order: July 9, 2024 [Docket No. 440]  
 Beginning of 

Period 
End of Period 

Time period covered by this Statement: August 1, 2024 August 31, 2024 
Summary of Total Fees and Expenses Requested 

Total fees requested in this Statement: $94,970.00 (80% of 
$118,712.50) 

Total reimbursable expenses requested in this Statement $405.00 
Total fees and expenses requested in this Statement (exclusive 
of 20% Holdback): 

$95,375.00 

Total fees and expenses requested in this Statement (inclusive 
of 20% Holdback): 

$119,117.50 

Summary of Attorney Fees Requested 
Total attorney fees requested in this Statement: $118,587.50 
Total actual attorney hours covered by this Statement: 161.40 
Average hourly rate for attorneys: $734.74 

Summary of Paraprofessional Fees Requested 
Total paraprofessional fees requested in this Statement: $125.00 
Total actual paraprofessional hours covered by this Statement: 0.50 
Average hourly rate for paraprofessionals: $250.00 

  

 
1  The last four digits of Zachry Holdings, Inc.’s tax identification number are 6814.  A complete list of each of the Debtors in 

these chapter 11 cases and the last four digits of their federal tax identification numbers may be obtained on the website of the 
Debtors’ proposed claims and noticing agent at www.veritaglobal.net/ZHI.  The location of the Debtors’ service address in 
these chapter 11 cases is:  P.O. Box 240130, San Antonio, Texas 78224. 
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In accordance with the Order Establishing Procedures for Interim Compensation 
and Reimbursement of Expenses for Professionals (“Compensation Procedures 
Order”) [Docket No. 342], each Application Recipient receiving notice of the 
Monthly Fee Statement will have until noon (prevailing Central Time) on the 
14th day after the filing of the Monthly Fee Statement, i.e., September 23, 2024, 
to object to the requested fees and expenses.  Upon the expiration of such period, 
the Debtors are authorized to pay the Professional an amount of 80% of the fees 
and 100% of the expenses requested in the applicable Monthly Fee Statement 
that are not objected to. 

Hicks Thomas LLP (“Hicks Thomas”), special litigation counsel for the above-captioned 

debtors and debtors-in-possession (collectively, the “Debtors”) in the above-captioned chapter 11 

cases, hereby files this monthly fee statement (this “Monthly Fee Statement”) for the period from 

August 1, 2024 through August 31, 2024 (the “Fee Period”) requesting an aggregate amount of 

$95,375.00 for the Fee Period representing (a) interim allowance and payment of compensation 

for professional services to the Debtors in the amount of $94,970.00, representing 80% of the 

$118,712.50 of fees earned by Hicks Thomas for professional services to the Debtors during the 

Fee Period, and (b) reimbursement of 100% of the actual and necessary expenses incurred by Hicks 

Thomas during the Fee Period in connection with such services in the amount of $405.00. 

1. A summary of Hicks Thomas’s hours expended and fees earned during the Fee 

Period by timekeeper (attorneys and paraprofessionals) is attached hereto as Exhibit A.  A 

summary of Hicks Thomas’s hours expended and fees earned during the Fee Period by matter and 

ABA task code2 is attached here to as Exhibit B.3  A detailed statement of Hicks Thomas’s hours 

expended, fees earned, and expenses incurred during the Fee Period is attached hereto as Exhibit 

 
2  https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/litigation/leadership-portal/utbms.pdf 
3  Hicks Thomas has separated its services into four matters: (i) In re: Zachry Bankruptcy: Contested Matters; (ii) Commonwealth 

Electric Company; (iii) SEC Investigation; and (iv) Project Goal Post.  Within each of the four matters, and consistent with 
its usual practice, Hicks Thomas then used the ABA task codes to categorize the services provided.  In addition to a separate 
summary ABA task code for each matter, Exhibit B also contains a summary by ABA task code aggregated across all four 
matters.  
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C.  A summary of the expenses incurred for which Hicks Thomas seeks reimbursement is attached 

hereto as Exhibit D. 

2. Hicks Thomas attorneys and paraprofessionals expended a total of 534.10 hours in 

connection with the chapter 11 cases during the Fee Period.  All services rendered by Hick Thomas 

for which compensation is sought pursuant to this Monthly Fee Statement were rendered solely to 

or on behalf of the Debtors.  No payments were received by Hicks Thomas from any other source 

for services rendered or to be rendered in connection with the chapter 11 cases.   

3. Pursuant to the Compensation Procedures Order, any party objecting to this 

Monthly Fee Statement shall serve via email to Hicks Thomas and the Notice Parties (as defined 

in the Compensation Procedures Order) a written notice setting forth the precise nature and basis 

of the objection and the exact dollar amount at issue (the “Notice of Objection”) before noon 

(prevailing Central Time) on the 14th day after the filing of this Monthly Fee Statement, i.e., 

September 23, 2024.    

4. Upon expiration of the objection deadline, the Debtors are authorized to pay Hicks 

Thomas an amount equal to 80% of the fees and 100% of the expenses requested in this Monthly 

Fee Statement that are not subject to an objection.  If a Notice of Objection is timely served 

pursuant to the Compensation Procedures Order, the objecting party and Hicks Thomas shall 

attempt to resolve the objection on a consensual basis.  If the parties reach an agreement, the 

Debtors shall promptly pay Hicks Thomas an amount equal to 80% of the agreed-upon fees and 

100% of the agreed-upon expenses.  If the parties are unable to reach an agreement, then resolution 

will be governed as set forth in the Compensation Procedures Order. 

5. Although Hicks Thomas has made every effort to include all fees earned and 

expenses incurred during the Fee Period, some fees and expenses might not be included in this 
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Monthly Fee Statement due to delays caused by accounting and processing during the Fee Period.  

Hicks Thomas reserves the right to make further statements to this Court for allowance of such 

fees and expenses not included herein, which further statement will be filed in accordance with the 

Bankruptcy Code, the Bankruptcy Rules, the Bankruptcy Local Rules, and the Compensation 

Procedures Order.   

Dated: September 9, 2024 
 Houston, Texas 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
HICKS THOMAS LLP 
 
 
By: /s/ John B. Thomas    
John B. Thomas, Attorney-in-Charge 
Southern District Bar No. 10675 
HICKS THOMAS, LLP 
700 Louisiana, Suite 2300 
Houston, Texas 77002 
(713) 547-9100 
(713) 547-9150 (Facsimile) 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I certify that on September 9, 2024, I caused a copy of the foregoing document to be served 
via the Electronic Case Filing System for the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Southern 
District of Texas. 

/s/ Charles R. Koster 
Charles R. Koster 

  

Case 24-90377   Document 922   Filed in TXSB on 09/09/24   Page 5 of 38



Case 24-90377   Document 922   Filed in TXSB on 09/09/24   Page 6 of 38



Case 24-90377   Document 922   Filed in TXSB on 09/09/24   Page 7 of 38



Case 24-90377   Document 922   Filed in TXSB on 09/09/24   Page 8 of 38



Case 24-90377   Document 922   Filed in TXSB on 09/09/24   Page 9 of 38



Case 24-90377   Document 922   Filed in TXSB on 09/09/24   Page 10 of 38



Case 24-90377   Document 922   Filed in TXSB on 09/09/24   Page 11 of 38



Case 24-90377   Document 922   Filed in TXSB on 09/09/24   Page 12 of 38



EXHIBIT C

Detailed time 
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September 5, 2024Mr. Jay Old
Zachry Group
P. O. Box 240130
San Antonio, TX  78224-0130

700 Louisiana, Suite 2300

(713) 547-9100

Hicks Thomas LLP

Invoice #79560

Houston, TX  77002

Tax I.D. 76-0536336

File Number: 002162-16230

In Re: FLNG Explosion Litigation

$0.00
$35,362.50

$35,362.50
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS
TOTAL CHARGES FOR THIS BILL

TOTAL FEES
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Invoice #79560

Mr. Jay Old
Zachry Group
P. O. Box 240130
San Antonio, TX  78224-0130

Hicks Thomas LLP

(713) 547-9100

700 Louisiana, Suite 2300

File Number: 002162-16230

September 5, 2024

In Re: FLNG Explosion Litigation

Houston, TX  77002

Tax I.D. 76-0536336

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

AmountHoursDate Task 
Code

Description RateInitials Act
Code

08/02/2024 0.50Online conference with all counsel regarding 
next steps.

$375.00EAG 750/hrL120 A107

0.50Draft and oversee filing and service of 
Certificate of Service of Notice of Removal.

$375.00EAG 750/hrL250 A103

0.30E-mail correspondence with J. Thomas and 
R. Cordell (HT) regarding court's order for 
conference and disclosure of interested 
parties and regarding other possible filings.

$225.00EAG 750/hrL250 A105

0.50Conference with counsel for 
CB&I/McDermott Matt Rawlinson and for 
Chiyoda on case background.

$337.50JJD 675 /hrL110 A108

0.50Participate in Joint Defense Call. $437.50SML 875 /hrL190 A107

08/05/2024 0.20Draft correspondence enclosing memoranda 
on pending procedural issues.

$105.00DRC 525/hrL120 A105

0.20E-mail correspondence with J. Thomas and 
R. Cordell (HT) regarding certificate-of-
merit defense.

$150.00EAG 750/hrL240 A105

0.60Conference with Zachry in-house counsel 
regarding procedural status of the matters.

$570.00JBT 950 /hrL120 A106

1.50Review materials requested by client and 
draft memorandum outlining status of the 
pending matters.

$1,425.00JBT 950 /hrL120 A106
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Zachry Group

79560Invoice # 3

September 5, 2024In Re: FLNG Explosion Litigation

Page:

Hicks Thomas LLP

AmountHoursDate Task 
Code

Description RateInitials Act
Code

08/06/2024 0.40Draft summary list of FLNG cases for J. 
Deis, including parties and subject matter of 
claims.

$210.00DRC 525/hrL120 A103

0.70Research and revise memorandum regarding 
procedural issues for motion to dismiss.

$367.50DRC 525/hrL120 A102

0.30Revise Zachry Litigation Report with FLNG 
case updates.

$157.50DRC 525/hrL190 A103

0.20E-mail correspondence with J. Thomas (HT) 
and K. Green (Bonds Ellis) regarding 
pending complaints.

$150.00EAG 750/hrL210 A105

1.00Conference with opposing counsel to discuss 
the pending matters.

$950.00JBT 950 /hrL190 A107

0.50Review and prepare updated litigation case 
status report to the client per attorney request

$125.00JRB 250 /hrL140 A103

08/08/2024 0.20Review agreed motions for extension of time 
to respond to original petition and orders 
granting same.

$150.00EAG 750/hrL250 A104

08/09/2024 0.30E-mail correspondence with P. Catalano 
(Bush Ramirez) and  K. Green (Bonds Ellis) 
regarding movement on agreed motion to 
transfer actions to Houston bankruptcy court.

$225.00EAG 750/hrL210 A107

08/13/2024 0.90Draft Certificate of Interested Parties for 
review and comment by J. Lewis (Zachry) 
and J. Thomas (HT).

$675.00EAG 750/hrL250 A103

0.20Review Certificates of Interested Parties 
filed by CB&I LLC.

$150.00EAG 750/hrL250 A103

08/14/2024 0.20Review Rule 9027(e)(3) filings by Plaintiffs 
and Chiyoda and Chiyoda's Certificate of 
Interested Parties.

$150.00EAG 750/hrL250 A104

08/15/2024 0.20Review and proofread Zachry's Certificate of 
Interested Parties.

$105.00DRC 525/hrL250 A104

0.40Finalize Certificate of Interested Parties after 
consultation with J. Lewis (Zachry) and R. 
Cordell (HT).

$300.00EAG 750/hrL250 A103
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Zachry Group

79560Invoice # 4

September 5, 2024In Re: FLNG Explosion Litigation

Page:

Hicks Thomas LLP

AmountHoursDate Task 
Code

Description RateInitials Act
Code

08/16/2024 0.80Online conference with E. Rosenberg 
(W&C) and J. Thomas (HT) regarding 
procedural issues and next steps.

$600.00EAG 750/hrL120 A107

1.00Strategy discussion with bankruptcy counsel 
at White & Case.

$950.00JBT 950 /hrL120 A107

0.70Communications with co-defendants counsel 
regarding procedural issues in pending 
matters.

$665.00JBT 950 /hrL110 A107

08/21/2024 0.70Conference with opposing counsel. $665.00JBT 950 /hrL190 A107

0.20Confer with J. Thomas on key FLNG 
contractual provisions and case strategy.

$135.00JJD 675 /hrL120 A101

08/22/2024 0.30E-mail correspondence with C. Koster 
(W&C) and J. Thomas (HT) regarding 
procedural issues..

$225.00EAG 750/hrL120 A107

0.80Communications with bankruptcy counsel 
regarding strategy.

$760.00JBT 950 /hrL120 A107

1.00Conference with client regarding strategy. $950.00JBT 950 /hrL120 A106

1.80Review EPC contract and prepare 
correspondence to plaintiff's counsel.

$1,710.00JBT 950 /hrL120 A104

1.50Analyze key contractual requirements in 
FLNG agreements for case strategy 
development.

$1,012.50JJD 675 /hrL120 A104

08/26/2024 0.80Draft Motion to Dismiss based on Chapter 
150 of the Civil Practice and Remedies 
Code.

$420.00DRC 525/hrL430 A103

0.20E-mail correspondence with J. Thomas and 
R. Cordell (HT) regarding approaching 
deadline for Rule 26(f) conference and 
strategy for moving action to bankruptcy 
court.

$150.00EAG 750/hrL190 A107

0.70Conference with client to discuss strategy. $665.00JBT 950 /hrL120 A106

0.80Conference with co-defendants counsel. $760.00JBT 950 /hrL120 A107

Case 24-90377   Document 922   Filed in TXSB on 09/09/24   Page 29 of 38



Zachry Group

79560Invoice # 5

September 5, 2024In Re: FLNG Explosion Litigation

Page:

Hicks Thomas LLP

AmountHoursDate Task 
Code

Description RateInitials Act
Code

08/27/2024 0.30Draft Rule 26(f) report for discussion with 
litigation team in advance of anticipated Rule 
26 conference.

$157.50DRC 525/hrL250 A103

0.20Meet with J. Thomas and E. Grant to discuss 
status of FLNG explosion cases.

$105.00DRC 525/hrL120 A105

0.30Correspondence with case managers from all 
three FLNG cases regarding status of cases 
in light of bankruptcy stay, motions to 
transfer, and upcoming initial conferences.

$157.50DRC 525/hrL120 A107

5.50Draft and revise Motion to Dismiss, 
applicable to both Galveston Division cases.

$2,887.50DRC 525/hrL430 A103

0.30Meet with S. Barrick (HT) to discuss Motion 
to Dismiss and most effective presentation to 
the Court.

$157.50DRC 525/hrL310 A105

0.40Telephone conference and e-mail 
correspondence with C. Koster (W&C)  and 
J. Thomas (HT) regarding co-Defendants.

$300.00EAG 750/hrL190 A107

0.40Online conference and e-mail 
correspondence with J. Thomas and R. 
Cordell (HT) regarding strategy.

$300.00EAG 750/hrL190 A105

1.50Review issues pertaining to FLNG warranty 
litigation.

$1,425.00JBT 950 /hrL120 A104

1.60Work on analysis of FLNG contract issues. $1,080.00JJD 675 /hrL120 A104

08/28/2024 0.20Renewed attempts to contact case manager 
for Galveston Division Judge concerning 
initial conference and status of motion to 
transfer to bankruptcy court.

$105.00DRC 525/hrL120 A107

0.20E-mail correspondence with J. Thomas and J. 
Deis (HT) regarding contract issues.

$150.00EAG 750/hrL190 A107

1.30Review insurance coverage materials in 
preparation for meeting with client.

$1,235.00JBT 950 /hrL120 A104

0.30Confer with John Thomas on FLNG contract 
issues.

$202.50JJD 675 /hrL120 A101
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Zachry Group

79560Invoice # 6

September 5, 2024In Re: FLNG Explosion Litigation

Page:

Hicks Thomas LLP

AmountHoursDate Task 
Code

Description RateInitials Act
Code

1.50Review plaintiffs' petition and certificate of 
merit (.5); Begin reviewing and revising 
motion to dismiss (1.0).

$1,125.00JSB 750 /hrL240 A103

08/29/2024 0.30Written and phone correspondence with case 
manager for Southern District of Texas - 
Galveston Division regarding status of ruling 
on Motions to Transfer Venue and initial 
conference setting.

$157.50DRC 525/hrL190 A108

0.20Correspondence with S. Barrick (HT) 
regarding motion to dismiss.

$105.00DRC 525/hrL430 A105

0.60E-mail correspondence and online 
conference with E. Rosenberg, W. Guerrieri, 
and A. Swingle (W&C) and J. Thomas 
regarding litigation strategy.

$450.00EAG 750/hrL190 A107

0.30Review Plaintiffs' motion to remand. $225.00EAG 750/hrL250 A107

0.30Review material in FLNG explosion case in 
preparation for call with White & Case.

$202.50JJD 675 /hrL120 A104

0.60Strategy conference with John Thomas and 
White & Case counsel Will Gurrierri and 
Erin Rosenberg.

$405.00JJD 675 /hrL120 A107

0.30Coordinate with John Thomas plan of action 
to assist White & Case on FLNG matter.

$202.50JJD 675 /hrL120 A101

0.20Review work product on evidence and legal 
analysis of FLNG claim regarding GE 
Generator.

$135.00JJD 675 /hrL120 A104

0.30Review pleadings and evidence on Alliance 
Global factual claims regarding FLNG 
explosion matter.

$202.50JJD 675 /hrL110 A104

08/30/2024 0.30Analyze Plaintiffs' Response to Defendant 
CB&I's Motion to Dismiss in Allianz matter.

$157.50DRC 525/hrL430 A104

0.20Meet with S. Barrick to discuss revisions to 
motion to dismiss.

$105.00DRC 525/hrL430 A105

0.20E-mail correspondence with P. Catalano 
(Bush Ramirez) and K. Green (Bonds Ellis) 
regarding status of agreed motions to transfer 
actions to Houston bankruptcy court.

$150.00EAG 750/hrL250 A107
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AmountHoursDate Task 
Code

Description RateInitials Act
Code

1.00Review oppositions to motion to dismiss 
filed by the plaintiff insurers.

$950.00JBT 950 /hrL210 A104

0.60Review background facts and information on 
the FLNG explosion to assist in analyzing 
case strategy.

$405.00JJD 675 /hrL120 A104

4.50Continue revising motion to dismiss. $3,375.00JSB 750 /hrL240 A103

3.90Review Plaintiff's Motion to Remand and 
conduct legal research on the issues 
discussed therein for the FLNG matter.

$1,365.00SCB 350 /hrL120 A102

TIMEKEEPER SUMMARY

Name AmountHours RateInitials

$5,475.00$750.007.30Grant, Eric A. PartnerEAG

$13,680.00$950.0014.40Thomas, John B PartnerJBT

$4,320.00$675.006.40Deis, John J PartnerJJD

$4,500.00$750.006.00Barrick, J. Stephen PartnerJB

$437.50$875.000.50Loftin, Stephen M PartnerSML

$5,460.00$525.0010.40Cordell, Jr., D. Ryan AssociateDC

$1,365.00$350.003.90Burnett, Sofia C. AssociateSCB

$125.00$250.000.50Baker, Jennifer R ParalegalJRB

Total fees for this matter 49.40 $35,362.50hrs

Zachry Group

79560Invoice # 7

September 5, 2024In Re: FLNG Explosion Litigation

Page:

Hicks Thomas LLP
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