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I, Attila Bardos, hereby declare as follows: 

1. I am the chief financial officer of the Roman Catholic Bishop of Oakland (“the Debtor”).  

I make this declaration in support of the Debtor’s Response to the Official Committee of Unsecured 

Creditors’ Statement in Support of The Debtor’s Motion to Dismiss Chapter 11 Case Pursuant To 11 

U.S.C. § 1112(b) (the “Response”).1 

2. I am familiar with the Debtor’s day-to-day operations, financial affairs, and books and 

records.  Except as otherwise noted, all facts set forth in this Declaration are based upon my personal 

knowledge.  If called upon to testify, I could and would testify competently to the facts set forth herein. 

3. The Debtor experienced a continuing loss over the past two-plus years. It has paid nearly 

$41 million2 to the retained professionals in this case, 43% of which went to Committee professionals. 

With no end in sight and insufficient funds to pursue a non-consensual plan, the Debtor can no longer bear 

the burden of these costs. The Debtor’s unrestricted cash is currently $8.4 million. The balance of 

estimated accrued and unpaid professional fees as of September 30, 2025, is approximately $7.7 million, 

leaving a net available cash balance of approximately $700,000. The Debtor’s current unrestricted cash 

includes both the one-time payment of $3.2 million from Catholic Church Support Services, Inc. pursuant 

to the pledge agreement approved by the Court’s September 18, 2025, CCSS Order,3 and the draw-down 

of $2.5 million in remaining funds from the LTC and SERP (priest retirement) funds leaving only 

$500,000 in LTC funds against ongoing long term care expenses. 

4. The Debtor did not misrepresent the OPF Claim in its filing of the Schedules. Instead, after 

attempting to reach a compromise with the Committee and in the belief that this could facilitate a 

comprehensive resolution, the Debtor and the OPF agreed to withdraw that claim to take the issue off the 

table.   

 
1 Capitalized terms not defined herein shall have the meanings ascribed to them in the Response.  
2 This amount is through September 2025.  
3 An additional $750,000 initial pledge amount from RCC pursuant to the CCSS Order has not yet been received by RCBO. 

These funds do not materially increase available cash in light of the need to pay post-September professional fees and other 
operating expenses.  
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5. While it is true that subsequent amended versions of the Plan contemplated potential 

repayments by the Debtor to OPF of the amount the Debtor believes it owes, such payments would not 

impact required contributions to the Survivor’s Trust in any way. The Debtor has always been clear that 

any repayments to OPF would be independent and not at the expense of its civil law obligations. 

6. Even after filing the Plan, the Debtor continued to raise its settlement offers. On August 

25, 2025, the Debtor delivered to the Committee its proposal for final resolution of this Chapter 11 Case, 

increasing the amount the Debtor will pay and communicating an increase in the offer from schools, in 

the total amount of $165 million, together with a commitment it would adopt enhanced child protection 

protocols for which the Committee advocated more than one year ago. The Debtor’s proposal would allow 

an average per-survivor recovery of $463,768 from the Debtor and RCWC alone based on 345 timely 

claims.  

7. The Debtor has stretched the limits of its unrestricted assets to their absolute maximum in 

its efforts to reach a consensual resolution.  

8. The process of collecting, reviewing, and producing documents to the Committee in this 

case cost the Debtor millions of dollars.  

9. The Debtor and Adventus have spent considerable time working with the City of Livermore 

to permit the Livermore Property to be developed for residential use. The Livermore Property, owned by 

Adventus, consists of approximately 122.5 acres of vacant land with no on-site improvements. It is 

currently zoned for agricultural use. As stated in its original disclosure statement, the Debtor believes the 

Livermore Property is worth between $43 million and up to approximately $81 million or more if it is 

entitled for residential development.  The rezoning and entitling work is ongoing.  

10. Adventus formally requested the redesignation of the Livermore Property from agricultural 

use to residential use in December 2023, proposing the property be re-zoned to residential and housing 

development be authorized. (See Exhibit 1 hereto.)  On or about February 24, 2025, the Livermore City 

Council unanimously approved a request by the city’s planning staff to negotiate a housing development 

agreement in relation to the Livermore Property.  The Debtor hopes Adventus’ negotiations with the City 

will lead to a re-zoning of at least some of the Livermore Property to allow residential use, and the Debtor 
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and Adventus will continue working to re-entitle the Livermore Property after until a final determination 

is made. But before that can happen, assuming a development agreement with the City is ultimately 

approved, Adventus still must: (1) initiate development of a Neighborhood Plan which requires outreach 

to the neighborhood; (2) seek city approval of the Neighborhood Plan; and (3) submit applications for a 

Tentative Tract Map and Site Plan Design Review before it can begin to develop the site. There is no 

certainty in how this will play out. 

11. The Debtor removed the Livermore Property from the Survivors’ Trust Assets in the Plan 

after the Committee challenged the Debtor’s valuation and stated in public filings it did not want the 

Livermore Property.  

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America the foregoing is 

true and correct to the best of my information, knowledge, and belief.  

Executed on October 20, 2025, at Oakland, California. 

 
 /s/ Attila Bardos    
Attila Bardos 
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