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I, Paul Bongiovanni, hereby declare as follows: 

1. I am the chief financial officer of the Roman Catholic Bishop of Oakland (“the Debtor”).  

I make this declaration in support of the Debtor’s Motion For Interim and Final Orders Authorizing The 

Debtor to (I) Pay Prepetition Employee Wages, Salaries, Benefits and Other Related Items, (II) Reimburse 

Prepetition Employee Business Expenses, (III) Continue Employee Benefit Programs, and (IV) Pay All 

Costs and Expenses Incident to the Foregoing, dated May 8, 2023 (the “Wages and Benefits Motion”).1 

2. I am familiar with the Debtor’s day-to-day operations, financial affairs, and books and 

records.  Except as otherwise noted, all facts set forth in this Declaration are based upon my personal 

knowledge.  If called upon to testify, I could and would testify competently to the facts set forth herein.  

3. In or around 2019, the Debtor prepared and published a list (the “Credibly Accused List”) 

of priests and former priests as to whom the Debtor determined a credible accusation of sexual abuse of a 

minor had been made.  The names of these priests and former priests and the criteria the Debtor used to 

assess whether an accusation was credible can be found on the Debtor’s website, 

https://oakdiocese.org/credible-accusations. 

4. The Credibly Accused List contains information relating to 21 priests of the Diocese of 

Oakland, including their names, dates of ordination, assignments within the diocese, dates when the 

individual’s alleged abuse occurred and when they were removed from active ministry, and whether they 

are living, deceased, retired, laicized, or excommunicated. 

5. The Debtor is not currently paying wages to any of the 21 individuals identified on the 

Credibly Accused List. 

6. Of the 21 individuals identified on the Credibly Accused List, 15 are deceased.  Neither 

the deceased individuals nor their estates receive any payments on account of the Benefit Programs.   

7. Two living individuals identified on the Credibly Accused List – Stephen M. Kiesle and 

Hector David Mendoza Vela – do not receive any payments on account of the Benefit Programs. 

8. The other four living individuals identified on the Credibly Accused List – Jeffrey N. 

Acebo, Thomas Duong Binh-Minh, Ronald J. Lagasse, and Francisco Tarcisio Lanuevo –  receive pension 

 
1 Capitalized terms not otherwise defined herein shall have the meanings ascribed to them in the Wages and Benefits Motion. 

Case: 23-40523    Doc# 147    Filed: 06/16/23    Entered: 06/16/23 06:50:45    Page 2 of 3

https://oakdiocese.org/credible-accusations


Case: 23-40523    Doc# 147    Filed: 06/16/23    Entered: 06/16/23 06:50:45    Page 3 of 3


