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KELLER BENVENUTTI KIM LLP 
TOBIAS S. KELLER (Cal. Bar No. 151445) 
(tkeller@kbkllp.com)  
DAVID A. TAYLOR (Cal. Bar No. 247433) 
(dtaylor@kbkllp.com) 
THOMAS B. RUPP (Cal. Bar No. 278041) 
(trupp@kbkllp.com) 
425 Market Street, 26th Floor 
San Francisco, California 94105 
Telephone:  (415) 496-6723 
Facsimile:  (650) 636-9251 
 
Proposed Attorneys for the Debtors and  
Debtors in Possession 
 
 

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
 

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 
 

SANTA ROSA DIVISION 
 
 

 
In re:  

LEFEVER MATTSON, a California 
corporation, et al.,1  

Debtors. 

 

Lead Case No. 24-10545 (CN) 
 
(Jointly Administered) 
 
Chapter 11  
 
DECLARATION OF BRADLEY D. 
SHARP IN SUPPORT OF DEBTORS’ 
MOTION FOR ORDER 
AUTHORIZING (I) THE RETENTION 
AND EMPLOYMENT OF 
DEVELOPMENT SPECIALISTS, 
INC.; (II) THE DESIGNATION OF 
BRADLEY D. SHARP AS CHIEF 
RESTRUCTURING OFFICER; AND 
(III) THE DESIGNATION OF RISHI 
JAIN AND LANCE MILLER AS 
INDEPENDENT DIRECTORS, AS OF 
THE PETITION DATE  

 

 
1  The last four digits of LeFever Mattson’s tax identification number are 7537.  Due to the 
large number of debtor entities in these Chapter 11 Cases, a complete list of the Debtors and the 
last four digits of their federal tax identification numbers is not provided herein.  A complete list 
of such information may be obtained on the website of the Debtors’ claims and noticing agent at 
https://veritaglobal.net/LM.  The address for service on the Debtors is 6359 Auburn Blvd., Suite B, 
Citrus Heights, CA 95621. 
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I, Bradley D. Sharp, do hereby declare as follows: 

1. I am the President and Chief Executive Officer of Development Specialists, Inc. 

(“DSI”), a leading provider of management consulting and financial advisory services, including 

turnaround consulting, fiduciary roles, and financial restructuring services, with numerous offices 

throughout the country. 

2. I have personal knowledge of the matters set forth herein, and if called and sworn 

as a witness, I could and would testify competently thereto.2 

3. This Declaration is made in support of the Debtors’ Motion (the “Motion”) for an 

order authorizing (I) the retention and employment of Development Specialists, Inc.; (II) the 

designation of Bradley D. Sharp as the CRO of the Debtors; and (III) the designation of Rishi Jain 

and Lance Miller as independent directors of the Board, all effective as of the Petition Date.  

Capitalized terms used but not otherwise defined herein shall have the meanings given to them in 

the Motion. 

4. DSI’s professionals have a wealth of experience in providing financial advisory 

services and enjoy an excellent reputation for services they have rendered on behalf of debtors 

throughout the United States.  DSI has substantial experience in matters of this size and complexity 

and has acted as Chief Restructuring Officer in many large bankruptcy cases nationwide.  A 

schedule of certain cases where DSI has been appointed a CRO is attached to this Declaration as 

Exhibit 1. 

5. As CRO, DSI personnel and I will perform the CRO Services, as set forth in the 

Motion and the DSI Engagement Letter, which is attached to this Declaration as Exhibit 2.  DSI 

will also provide the Additional Personnel, who will provide the Additional Services, as set forth 

in the Motion and the DSI Engagement Letter.  In performing such services, DSI will charge the 

Debtors the rates set forth in the DSI Engagement Letter. 

6. I caused to be submitted for review by our conflicts system the names of all known 

potential parties-in-interest (the “Potential Parties in Interest”) in these Chapter 11 Cases.  The list 

 
2 Certain of the disclosures herein relate to matters within the knowledge of other professionals 
at DSI and are based on information provided by them. 
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of Potential Parties in Interest was provided by the Debtors and included, among other parties, the 

Debtors, non-Debtor affiliates, secured creditors, lenders, the Debtors’ largest unsecured creditors 

on a consolidated basis, current and former directors and officers of the Debtors, significant 

stockholders, the United States Trustee, and any person employed in the office of the United States 

Trustee, and other parties.  The results of the conflict check were compiled and reviewed by DSI 

professionals under my supervision.  At this time, and as set forth in further detail herein, DSI is 

not aware of any relationship that would present a disqualifying conflict of interest.  DSI is aware 

of one relationship that, out of an abundance caution, it wishes to disclose, as set forth in paragraph 

7 below.  Should DSI discover any new relevant facts or relationships bearing on the matters 

described herein during the period of its retention, DSI will use reasonable efforts to file promptly 

a supplemental declaration. 

7. In October 2019, I was retained as Chief Restructuring Officer for Highland Capital 

Management, L.P. (“HCMLP”). At the time, HCMLP’s principal owner and CEO was James 

Dondero.  In January 2020, Mr. Dondero resigned from his role as CEO of HCMLP.  A three-

member independent board was appointed.  One of the independent board members, James P. 

Seery, was subsequently engaged as the CEO of HCMLP and assumed the Chief Restructuring 

Officer responsibilities.  DSI continued to serve as financial advisor (“FA”) to HCMLP throughout 

its Chapter 11 bankruptcy process and remains the FA to the HCMLP liquidating trust.  Mr. 

Dondero is the Founder, Chairman of the Board, and a Principal of NexBank, which is the secured 

lender for Debtor Tradewinds Apartments, LP.  

 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America that the 

foregoing is true and correct.  Executed on September 24, 2024. 

 
 /s/ Bradley D. Sharp  
Bradley D. Sharp 
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EXHIBIT 1 
(Schedule of Certain Cases Where DSI Has Been Appointed CRO)  

• Chief Restructuring Officer of Highland Capital Management, LP, an SEC-registered 

investment adviser on Highland Capital Management’s global alternative investment 

platform.  (Case No. 19-34054, Bankr. N.D. Tex.) 

• Chief Restructuring Officer of Woodbridge Group of Companies, LLC, a real estate 

development company, through its 305 related debtors with more than 8,000 investors 

and claims of $1 billion.  (Case No. 17-12560, Bankr. D. Del.) 

• Chief Restructuring Officer of Triangle USA Petroleum Corporation, a publicly-traded 

company engaged in shale drilling and midfield oil services predominately in the 

Williston Basin of North Dakota.  (Case No. 16-11566, Bankr. D. Del.) 

• Chief Restructuring Officer of Variant Holding Company, LLC, parent company 

controlling 26 different multi-family properties with more than 8,000 units in five 

states.  (Case No. 14-12021, Bankr. D. Del.) 

• Chief Restructuring Officer of John Laing Homes, a large builder of luxury homes 

primarily in California. Founded in 1848, John Laing Homes was among the nation’s 

oldest homebuilders.  (Case No. 09-10571, Bankr. D. Del.) 
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EXHIBIT 2 

(DSI Engagement Letter)  
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