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UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA 

RICHMOND DIVISION 

 
In re: 
 
HOPEMAN BROTHERS, INC., 
 
  Debtor. 
 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

 
Chapter 11 
 
Case No. 24-32428 (KLP) 
 
 

 
SEVENTH INTERIM ORDER EXTENDING THE AUTOMATIC STAY TO  

ASBESTOS-RELATED ACTIONS AGAINST NON-DEBTOR DEFENDANTS 

Upon the motion (the “Motion”)1 of the above-captioned debtor in the above-captioned 

chapter 11 case (the “Debtor”) for entry of this seventh interim order (this “Seventh Interim 

Order”) extending the Stay Period from the current Stay Expiration Date, March 19, 2026, until 

the earlier of entry of a final order by the District Court confirming or affirming the Joint 524(g) 

Plan or June 19, 2026 (the “Extended Stay Period”); and the Court having jurisdiction to consider 

the Motion and the relief requested therein in accordance with 28 U.S.C. § 1334 and the Standing 

Order of Reference from the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia, dated 

August 15, 1984; and the Court having found that this is a core proceeding pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 

 
1  Capitalized terms used but not otherwise defined herein shall have the meanings ascribed to such terms in 
the Motion. 
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§ 157(b)(2) and that the Court may enter an interim order consistent with Article III of the United 

States Constitution; and the Court having found that venue of this proceeding and the Motion in 

this district is proper pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1408 and 1409; and it appearing that proper and 

adequate notice of the Motion has been given and that no other or further notice is necessary; and 

upon the record herein; and after due deliberation thereon; and the Court having determined that 

the relief sought in the Motion is in the best interests of the Debtor, its estate and parties in interest; 

and the Court having determined that there is good and sufficient cause for the relief granted in 

this Seventh Interim Order extending the stay to the Protected Parties, as set forth herein, under 

sections 105(a), 362(a)(1) and 362(a)(3) of the Bankruptcy Code, it is hereby 

ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED THAT: 

1. The Motion is granted on an interim basis, as set forth herein, and the Extended 

Stay Period is granted until the earlier of entry of a final order by the District Court confirming or 

affirming the Joint 524(g) Plan or June 19, 2026 (the “Extended Stay Expiration Date”).  

2. The Protected Parties are identified on Exhibit 1 annexed hereto.   

3. With the exception of the relief provided in the Stipulated Order Approving 

Settlement of Appeal of Insurance Settlement Order and Granting Limited Relief from Third 

Interim Stay Order [Docket No. 733] (the “Stipulated Order”) and certain of the Prior Interim 

Orders [Docket Nos. 900, 1221 and 1343],2 this Seventh Interim Order shall operate as a stay, 

 
2  This Seventh Interim Order shall have no impact on the relief granted in the (i) Stipulated Order, granting 
relief from the third interim stay order to, among other things, allow all parties to four lawsuits involving claimants 
represented by Roussel & Clement to proceed against Insurers other than the “Certain Settling Insurers” to the extent 
permitted by applicable non-bankruptcy law, and (ii) the Prior Interim Orders, permitting all parties to the following 
six  (6) lawsuits to proceed against Insurers other than the Certain Settling Insurers to the extent permitted by 
applicable non-bankruptcy law:   
 

 Ditcharo v. Union Pacific Railroad Company, et al., Case No. 2022-10935 (Civil District Court for 
the Parish of Orleans, La.); 

 Simoneaux v. Taylor-Seidenbach, et al., Case No. 2:23-cv-04263 (E.D. La.); 
 Cantrelle, Sr. v. Huntington Ingalls Incorporated, et al., Case No. 24-cv-02102 (E.D. La. ); 
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applicable to all entities, of the commencement or continuation, including the issuance or 

employment of process, of any action against a Protected Party related to any asbestos-related 

claim against the Debtor, Wayne Manufacturing Company, Inc. (“Wayne”) and/or a current or 

former director or officer (“Debtor/Wayne Asbestos Claim”) of either during the Extended Stay 

Period, including but not limited to the Direct Action Lawsuits identified on Exhibit 2.   

4. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this Seventh Interim Order, all parties 

to the following lawsuits are allowed to proceed against Insurers other than the Certain Settling 

Insurers3 to the extent permitted by applicable non-bankruptcy law: 

 Gomez v. Lamons Gasket Company, et al, 2:23-cv-02850 (E.D. La.); 
 Morgan v. Huntington Ingalls Inc., et al., 2:25-cv-00612 (E.D. La.); 
 Larousse v. Taylor-Seidenbach, Inc., et al., 2:24-02870 (E.D. La.); 
 Rogers v. Taylor-Seidenbach, Inc., et al., 2:24-01268 (E.D. La.); and 
 Wilson v. Eagle, Inc., et al., 2:24-cv-01845 (E.D. La.). 

 
5. All acts in violation of the stay are prohibited.  This prohibition includes, without 

limitation: (a) the pursuit of discovery from the Protected Parties or their officers, directors, 

employees or agents in any action stayed by this Seventh Interim Order, (b) the enforcement of 

any discovery order against the Protected Parties in any action stayed by this Seventh Interim 

Order; (c) further motions practice related to the foregoing; and (d) any collection activity on 

account of an asbestos-related claim involving the Debtor, Wayne and/or a Former D&O.  For 

purposes of clarity, nothing in this paragraph 4 shall prohibit claimants from (i) continuing or 

commencing actions, including the Direct Action Lawsuits, against any defendant who is not a 

 
 Duran, Jr. v. Huntington Ingalls Incorporated, et al., Case No. 24-cv-01408 (E.D. La. );  
 Plaisance, Sr. v. Taylor-Seindenbach, Inc., et al., Case No. 2:23-cv-05426 (E.D. La.); and 
 Leboeuf, Jr., et. al. v. Huntington Ingalls Inc., et al., Case No. 2024-04032 (Civil District Court for 

the Parish of Orleans, La) 
3   For the avoidance of doubt, the Certain Settling Insurers include Continental Casualty Company, Fidelity & 
Casualty Company, Lexington Insurance Company, Granite State Insurance Company, the Insurance Company of the 
State of Pennsylvania, National Union fire Insurance Company of Pittsburgh, PA, and General Reinsurance 
Corporation. 
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Protected Party and from pursuing discovery and motions practice in those non-stayed actions, as 

long as such discovery and motions practice is not undertaken in pursuit of asbestos-related claims 

against the Protected Parties; or (ii) continuing or commencing actions against any insurer listed 

on Exhibit 1 hereto on account of any claim unrelated to a Debtor/Wayne Asbestos Claim, 

including from pursuing discovery or motions practice in such non-stayed actions.   

6. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this Seventh Interim Order, any party 

asserting any asbestos-related claim related to or against the Debtor, Wayne and/or a current or 

former director or officer of either, including, without limitation, against any of the Protected 

Parties, may take reasonable steps during the Extended Stay Period, without leave of the Court, to 

perpetuate the testimony of any person subject to this Seventh Interim Order who is not expected 

to survive the Extended Stay Period or who otherwise is expected to be unable to provide testimony 

if it is not perpetuated during the Extended Stay Period.  If such a need arises, notice shall be 

provided to the Debtor and the Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors (“Committee”; 

together, the “Notice Parties”) by notifying counsel for each Notice Party of the need for 

perpetuation of such testimony.  The Notice Parties shall have the right to object to the notice on 

any grounds they would have had if they were parties to the underlying proceeding and not subject 

to the terms of this Seventh Interim Order, and the Notice Parties may raise any such objection 

with this Court.  The use of such testimony in any appropriate jurisdiction shall be subject to the 

applicable procedural and evidentiary rules of such jurisdiction.  All parties reserve and do not 

waive any and all objections with respect to such testimony. 

7. Nothing herein (a) alters, amends or otherwise modifies the terms and conditions 

of any of the Debtor’s insurance policies or related agreements, or (b) precludes or limits, in any 

way, the right of any Insurer to contest and/or litigate the existence, primacy and/or scope of 
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available coverage under any alleged applicable policy or to otherwise assert any defenses to 

coverage.   

8. To the extent the Debtor requests that the Court extend the relief granted in this

Seventh Interim Order beyond the Extended Stay Period, the Debtor must file a motion with this 

Court to be considered by the Court on or before the Extended Stay Expiration Date or by such 

other date as the Court may order.   

9. Entry of this Seventh Interim Order is without prejudice to the rights of any party

to oppose any extension of the Extended Stay Period that the Debtor may seek or to seek to appeal 

the granting of any such extension without having appealed this Seventh Interim Order.   

10. The requirement under Local Rule 9013-1(F) to file a memorandum of law in

connection with the Motion is waived. 

11. The Debtor is authorized to take all actions necessary or appropriate to implement

the relief granted in this Order in accordance with the Motion, including without limitation seeking 

additional relief from this Court to enforce the terms of this Seventh Interim Order. 

12. The Court shall retain jurisdiction with respect to all matters arising from or related

to the implementation and/or interpretation of this Seventh Interim Order. 

Dated: ___________, 2026 
Richmond, Virginia 

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY JUDGE 

Mar 17 2026

/s/ Keith L Phillips

Mar 17 2026
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WE ASK FOR THIS: 

 
 
/s/ Henry P. (Toby) Long, III    
Tyler P. Brown (VSB No. 28072) 
Henry P. (Toby) Long, III (VSB No. 75134) 
HUNTON ANDREWS KURTH LLP 
Riverfront Plaza, East Tower 
951 East Byrd Street 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 
Telephone:  (804) 788-8200 
Facsimile:    (804) 788-8218 
Email:     tpbrown@HuntonAK.com 
 hlong@HuntonAK.com 
 
- and - 
 
Joseph P. Rovira (admitted pro hac vice) 
Catherine A. Rankin (admitted pro hac vice) 
HUNTON ANDREWS KURTH LLP 
600 Travis Street, Suite 4200 
Houston, TX 77002 
Telephone:  (713) 220-4200 
Facsimile:   (713) 220-4285 
Email:     josephrovira@HuntonAK.com 
   crankin@HuntonAK.com 
 

Counsel for the Debtor and Debtor in Possession 
 
 
 

CERTIFICATION OF ENDORSEMENT 
UNDER LOCAL BANKRUPTCY RULE 9022-1(C) 

 

I hereby certify that the foregoing proposed order has been endorsed by or served 
upon all necessary parties. 

 /s/ Henry P. (Toby) Long, III 
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Exhibit 1 
 

Protected Parties 
 

1. Insurers Who Provide (or in the case of Liberty Mutual Insurance Company 
provided) Shared Insurance Coverage to the Debtor, Wayne and Former D&Os: 

a. Liberty Mutual Insurance Company 

b. Century Indemnity Company (as successor to CCI Insurance Company, as successor to 
Insurance Company of North American) 

c. Westchester Fire Insurance Company 

d. Continental Casualty Company 

e. Fidelity & Casualty Company 

f. Lexington Insurance Company 

g. Granite State Insurance Company 

h. Insurance Company of the State of Pennsylvania 

i. National Union Fire Insurance Company of Pittsburgh, PA 

j. General Reinsurance Corporation 

2. D&Os of the Debtor and Wayne Who Are Also Covered Under the Debtor’s 
Insurance Policies.  The following D&Os are named in pending Direct Action 
Lawsuits with the Debtor and Wayne and, with the exception of Bertram C. 
Hopeman, are each deceased: 

a. Albert Arendt Hopeman, Jr. (named defendant in Lebeouf, Jr. v. Huntington Ingalls Inc., 
2024-04032 (Civil District Court Parish of Orleans, La.) and McElwee v. Anco 
Insulations, Inc. et al., 2:23-cv-03137 (E.D. La.)) 

b. Bertram C. Hopeman (named defendant in Lebeouf, Jr. v. Huntington Ingalls Inc., 2024-
04032 (Civil District Court Parish of Orleans, La.) and McElwee v. Anco Insulations, Inc. 
et al., 2:23-cv-03137 (E.D. La.)) 

c. Charles Johnson (named defendant in Lebeouf, Jr. v. Huntington Ingalls Inc., 2024-04032 
(Civil District Court Parish of Orleans, La.) and McElwee v. Anco Insulations, Inc. et al., 
2:23-cv-03137 (E.D. La.)) 

d. Kenneth Wood (named defendant in Lebeouf, Jr. v. Huntington Ingalls Inc., 2024-04032 
(Civil District Court Parish of Orleans, La.) and McElwee v. Anco Insulations, Inc. et al., 
2:23-cv-03137 (E.D. La.)) 
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3. Current D&Os of the Debtor Who Have the Same Indemnification Rights as Former 
D&Os:   

a. Christopher Lascell 

b. Daniel Lascell 

c. Carrie Lascell Brown 
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Exhibit 2 

Direct Action Lawsuits 
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